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Join the 
Jewish National Workers’ Alliance 
What the Alliance is 


The JEWISH NATIONAL WORKERS’ ALLIANCE is a progressive fraternal 
order uniting thousands of Jewish men and women on the basis of self-help 
and mutual assistance. Caring for the individual needs of its members by 
means of a modern, scientific system of fraternal insurance and a wide-spread 
chain of cooperative institutions, the ALLIANCE is concerned also with the 
cultural and spiritual needs of its constituents, as well as with the national 
and social needs of our people. 











Labor Zionist in orientation, the ALLIANCE ideological program expresses 
itself in the following six points: 


(1) A positive approach to Jewish life and Jewish culture. (2) Rehabilitation 
and productivization of Jewish life wherever possible. (3) The democratization 
of Jewish communal life. (4) The establishment of the Jewish National Home- 
land in Palestine on the basis of Jewish labor. (5) The organization of labor 
generally for the protection of its economic interests, and politically for the 
ultimate reshaping of our social order. (6) The linking of the struggle for 
Jewish emancipation with the general struggle for a more equitable and 
harmonious world. 


Through its program: of ACTION the ALLIANCE has won the reputation as 
“the most progressive Jewish fraternal order in America.” 


YOU NEED HOSPITALIZATION INSURANCE ! 


The ALLIANCE HOSPITALIZATION PLAN pays UP TO $300 for hospital room. 
operating room and anaesthetic, laboratory, X-Rays and surgeons operating 
fees. 

THE COST FOR HOSPITALIZATION IS ONLY ABOUT 2 CENTS A DAY. 

You can choose either one of the following five plans: 





Payments For Children Benefits Paid Other Hospital 
Plan Per Quarter (Under 18) 25 Days a Year Surgical Fees Expense 
1 $2.00 $1.65 $5.00 PerDay _—i__........... $25.00 
2 1.55 1.30 la lle 15.00 
3 3.30 2.75 5.00“ ™“ $150.00 25.00 
4 2.85 2.40 a” ”* 150.00 15.00 
5 1.00 79 il ce 











EVERY PROGRESSIVE JEW. MAN AND WOMAN. SHOULD JOIN THE 
JEWISH NATIONAL WORKERS’ ALLIANCE. 


For more information about the Jewish National Wokrers’ Alliance, its benefits 
and activities, write to the main office at the following address: 
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The President Vanishes 





Lost without a trace. Completely 
vanished. And not even a bureau of 
missing persons to look for him. I am 
referring to the president, of course. 
No, not the president of the United 
States. Mr. Roosevelt is in the White 
House suffering from a slight cold, ac- 
cording to newspaper reports. It’s the 
president of the Democratic Finnish 
People’s Republic, Otto Kuusinen, that 
vanished. Of course, Mr. Kuusinen 
may also be suffering from a cold. 
This was a rather chilly winter in Fin- 
land and quite a number of Finns 
were forced to expose themselves to 
the inclemencies of the weather. But 
whatever he is suffering from, (if he 
is still alive and capable of suffering) 
it is more likely that he is in a Soviet 
jail instead of a hospital. And of all 
the wrongs done to Finland by Soviet 
Russia, this is probably one of the 
worst. Just think of it! Taking the 
beloved president of a people and not 
even informing the world what had 
become of him. 

But if Otto Kuusinen is still alive in 
some Soviet jail, his lot is not such a 
sad one. After all not very many pri- 
soners in Moscow can boast of having 
been presidents of republics, even if 
only for a month or two. This sweet 
memory of fleeting glory when the en- 
tire Red Army rushed to aid him sub- 
due “the Mannerheims’’ and he could 
sign treaties and speak to Stalin as 
man to man may be a consolation to 
Mr. Kuusinen in his misfortunes. 

This pure childish world we live in! 
What mythical realm of childhood 
story books had a similar custom of 
crowning the first man to enter its 
gates, king for a year and at the end of 
this term sending him away to a desert 
isle to die of starvation? Otto Kuus- 
inen should take courage. Some day 
his noble adventure may yet delight 
the hearts of six year old admirers. 


The Great American Tragedy 





For the sake of those who do not 
understand the causes underlying the 
present war, I offer the following 
quotation which should certainly clear 
up all possible doubts: “But why 
should England wish to attack Russia? 
And why does she hate Germany for 
not attacking Russia? For, as you 
know, Russia is kind to the Jews; 
gives them the best deal they have ever 
had in their history. And, as you 
know, Germany has not.” 

The above quotation is from a cur- 
rent article by ‘Theodore Dreiser. 
(Yes, the Theodore Dreiser.) We 
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are thankful for the enlightenment. 
We have been erroneously misled to 
believe all along that the war has 
something to do with conflicting eco- 
nomic, national and cultural interests 
of the great powers. When really it’s 
as simple as all that—the Jews. Rus- 
sia is kind to Jews, so England hates 
Russia and wishes to attack it. Why 
Germany, which also dislikes Jews, 
carries on such a hot romance with 
Soviet Russia, Mr. Dreiser did not say. 
But let’s have patience. Next month 
Mr. Dreiser may have a second install- 
ment to his article. 

The knowledge that Theodore Drei- 
ser is not backsliding from his concern 


for the welfare of the Jews is very 
comforting. For he has been known 
to lapse in this respect. Only a very 
few years ago Mr. Dreiser became ob- 
sessed with a nightmare of Jewish 
multitudes in this country and recom- 
mended some drastic measures such as 
forced emigration (railroad expenses 
to be paid by non-Jews) or some form 
of forced intermarriage. The scandal 
which his outburst created at that time 
was finally ironed out with some dif- 
ficulty. But the above quoted article 
by Mr. Dreiser is still a pretty good 
guide to the naive and jumbled mental 
processes of the author and the hero of 
“An American Tragedy.” S. K. 








Editorials of the Month 





Refugee Colonization in San Dominge 





IN THE REPORT OF THE MEETING SPONSORED BY 
the President’s Advisory Committee for Political 
Refugees which took place in Town Hall, New 
York, under the chairmanship of James MacDon- 
ald, we read that General Trujillo, ex-president of 
San Domingo, was so enthused over the plan to 
colonize Jews in his country that he donated to the 
San Domingo Settlement Association his own es- 
tate of about 27,000 acres. Only after consider- 
able effort was the ex-dictator of San Domingo 
persuaded to accept shares of the Association in 
compensation for his land. The parliament of the 
Dominican republic ratified the agreement between 
the government and the settlement Association un- 
animously. Mr. James Rosenberg, who is in 
charge of the legal side of the negotiations and 
visited the country, reports that the population is 
eager to welcome the refugees. Questions he fre- 
quently had to answer concerned the number of 
refugees that were to arrive and how soon they 
would come. When he informed his questioners 
that the work would have to progress slowly at 
first and only a few hundred would come in the 
beginning, there was disappointment that larger 
numbers could not arrive from the very start. 


In our days such a report sounds almost legend- 
ary and were it not for our confidence in the res- 
ponsibility of such men as Dr. Joseph Rosen and 
James Rosenberg we would be inclined to feel that 
it is too good to be true. The fact that San Dom- 
ingo has barely 70 inhabitants to the square mile 
while neighboring Porto Rico has 500 is hardly 
sufficient to explain the sudden hospitality of the 
government and population of San Domingo. 
Were the criterion of population density to govern 
human behavior, Jewish refugees should have long 
ago been invited by Syria, Iraq and many other 
countries in Africa and the Americas. 


But whatever its motives, the Dominican gov- 
ernment is ready to admit one hundred thousand 
Jewish refugees. This is the largest number that 
any of the countries participating in the Evian con- 
ference consented to accept. It is an impressive 
figure and we understand the enthusiasm of some 
Jewish organizations which are ready to utilize 
this opportunity. Naturally, there can be no talk 
of a “Jewish territory” or even of an autonomous 
center. But if it were possible to save 100,000 
Jewish refugees from the European hell to San 
Domingo and provide them with civil rights even 
without any other perspectives of a national-his- 





torical character, it would still be a great achieve. 
ment under present conditions. 

It is true that the present regime of San Dom. 
ingo cannot boast of its reputation. Since the pog- 
roms that the Dominican government carried out 
a few years ago against thousands of Haitian 
Negroes, one would do well to be a bit skeptical 
about the guarantees which the government offers 
to the Jewish refugees. A sharp warning against 
placing too much confidence in the present Domin- 
ican regime we heard last January from a group 
of political refugees from San Domingo who now 
reside in Texas. But we are aware that behind 
the agreement between the Dominican government 
and the Settlement Association there stands the 
semi official approval of the State Department in 
Washington and the Dominican government no 
doubt knows that, no matter what the official for- 
mulation of the agreement may be, the refugees 
will have the moral backing of the United States. 
This factor is a great encouragement to the organ- 
izations which are responsible for the new coloni- 
zation venture. 

It is difficult to predict at this time the eventual 
scope of the work in San Domingo. The begin- 
ning will be made with but a few hundred people 
since the entire project is still in the experimental 
stage. Even under the most favorable circum- 
stances the colonization of 100,000 persons in a 
new country is not an easy task. ; 


We have no grounds to be very enthusiastic 
over this new attempt which will make Jewish dis- 
persion even more extensive than heretofore. The 
immense and horrifying scope of the refugee prob- 
lem will also not be solved by the colonization in 
San Domingo. Nevertheless we cannot but wish 
success to this enterprise since, whatever its limita- 
tions, it is concerned with the salvation of men, 
women and children who are faced with physical 
annihilation. Even if the number affected should 
turn out to be smaller than is expected, it would 
still be a positive achievement on the part of the 
individuals and groups that are active in this 
project. 


The Real Issue in the Russell Case 





CITY, HUNTER, BROOKLYN AND QUEENS COLLEGES 
are the four free municipal schools of higher 
learning in New York City. There are fifty odd 
thousand students in the day, evening and summer 
sessions. The colleges are governed by a Board 
of Higher Education of twenty one members, who 
are appointed by the Mayor for nine years. The 
Board makes all appointments to the teaching, ad- 
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ministrative and maintenance staffs, and has full 
jurisdiction of the colleges in all respects. The 
authority of the Board had been unchallenged 
until the appointment of Bertrand Russell to the 
Philosophy faculty of the City College last Febru- 
ary. The appointment was made by the unani- 
mous vote of the nineteen members who were pre- 
sent at the meeting. Everyone seemed pleased 
that the famous philosopher was coming to teach 
the students of City College. 


When the appointment was made known prom- 
inent clergymen attacked it. They disregarded 
the fact that Russell was invited to teach Mathe- 
matics and Logic, and attacked him on certain 
quotations on marriage and morals, which were 
torn from their contexts from some of Russell’s 
books, and had nothing to do with the courses he 
was to give at the college. Several members of 
the Board promptly informed the public through 
the press that they were ignorant of Russell’s 
view’s, when they voted for him. That caused the 
New York Post to publish an editorial on Higher 
Ignorance. A well organized and powerful letter- 
writing campaign brought tremendous pressure to 
bear upon the Board members to rescind the Rus- 
sell appointment. 


At the March meeting of the Board a motion 
for reconsideration brought on a word battle of 
nearly four hours. By a vote of 11 to 7 (the 
chairman, who was with the majority, did not vote 
because he presided) the Board refused to recon- 
sider the appointment. Immediately after ad- 
journment, and while still in the meeting room, the 
Chairman was served with papers in a taxpayer’s 
suit against the Board. 


The anti-Russell campaign has been conducted 
shrewdly. The opening shot was fired by an Epis- 
copalean Bishop, the drive was carried on by Cath- 
olics, and the complainant and her lawyer were 
Jews. Thus there appeared to be a united front of 
Protestants, Catholics and Jews against Russell 
and the Board. 


It is significant that while the clergy were against 
the Russell appointment, the educators, among 
whom were some of the highest authorities in the 
country, enthusiastically support it. 


The judge handed down a decision, with a long 
opinion, voiding the appointment, bitterly con- 
demning Russell, and characterizing the post he 
was appointed to as a “chair of indecency.” It 
was probably the first time in the history of Amer- 
ican courts that a man was in effect convicted and 
punished on a criminal charge without indictment, 
without a jury, and without notice and an oppor- 
tunity to defend himself. In the interest of com- 
mon justice and decency it is hoped that the higher 
courts will reverse this decision. 
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If the appointment of teachers to public colleges 
is to be controlled by the clergy and the courts in- 
stead of by the Board of Higher Education, whose 
responsibility that is under the law, we may as well 
say goodbye to freedom of thought in those col- 
leges. What scholar would be willing to subject 
himself to conviction and punishment for expres- 
sing thoughts which may not find favor with certain 
clergymen, politicians and judges? If a scholar is 
not allowed to think, he ceases to be a scholar and 
a teacher. If the Russell conviction stands it 
might become impossible for any of our municipal 
colleges to obtain the service of an outstanding 
scholar. 


The Russell matter is no isolated incident and 
no accident. It is a part of a general attack upon 
public education. The Russell appointment is 
only a convenient target. There have been other 
steps in that attack; ruthless slashing of the educa- 
tion budget, thereby seriously hampering the work 
of the schools; slandering of the public schools and 
free colleges as centers of Communism; legislation 
under which public school pupils would receive 
religious education in religious institutions on pub- 
lic school time, thus reversing the time honored 
tradition of separation of the public school and 
the church; and, finally, the passing of a joint reso- 
lution by the State Legislature to investigate the 
schools and colleges. According to newspaper re- 
ports the resolution was passed unanimously in 
both houses, apparently including the vote of the 
lone Labor Party Assemblyman. The known mo- 
tives of the “investigators” are sufficient assurance 
that the ‘‘investigation” will be a fine witchburning 
party. 

The fact that a great scholar and teacher, who 
is welcomed in leading American universities, is 
violently barred from a city owned college, to 
which he was invited by the Board of Higher Edu- 
cation, is a serious blow to America as a center of 
culture and higher learning at a time when old 
world centers are being annihilated by dictator- 
ships; at a time when a suffering Europe is looking 
hopefully to America. 


Russell is really more a symbol in this struggle 
than a victim. A defeat for Russell will seriously 
injure the cause of public education in America, 
but will not damage his international prestige. A 
victory for Russell may not mean so much to him 
but would be a vital matter to that cause. 


In the highest moral sense the real issue in the 
Russell case is freedom of thought and the right 
of the young generation to free education both in 
the economic and intellectual meaning of the term. 









Moshe Smilansky 


MOSHE SMILANSKY, ONE OF THE MOST STRIKING 
personalities of the new Jewish Palestine, is now 
visiting the United States on behalf of the Jewish 
National Fund. Having lived in Palestine for 
over fifty years, he was one of the founders of Re- 
hoboth and is without doubt one of the few well 
qualified to speak authoritatively of the economic 
possibilities of the country. As Chawajah Musa 
he is widely known and respected among the Arabs 
and is closely acquainted with the moods prevail- 
ing in the Arab community. Moshe Smilansky has 
for many years been the chairman of the Palestine 
Farmers’ Union, an association of orange grow- 
ers. In this capacity organized labor has on 
numerous occasion had good grounds to differ with 
him and to criticize the policies of his organization. 
But the promise of his earlier years has not disap- 
pointed and even his ideological opponents recog- 
nize that he is today a great influence for mutual 
understanding and ever ready to consider and 
respect the views of his opponents. 





His statements concerning the newly enacted 
land restrictions against Jews in Palestine there- 
fore deserve serious attention. Speaking of the 
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claim of British Colonial Secretary MacDonald 
that Jewish colonization is harmful to the Arabs, 
Smilansky pointed out that Jewish settlement is 
centered in a small section of Palestine. Yet con- 
trary to MacDonald’s claim the standard of living 
of the Arab peasants in the area of Jewish coloni- 
zation has measurably increased while it has re- 
mained stationary or deteriorated in other sections 
of the country. Instead of displacing the Arab 
peasants, as was claimed, Jewish colonization also 
resulted in an increase in the number of Arab 
farmers in their neighborhood. 

The land decrees divided Palestine into three 
zones in the smallest of which (about 5% of the 
country) Jews are free to buy land. In the other 
zones Jews are either limited or entirely prohib- 
ited from acquiring land. But Mr. Smilansky an- 
alyzed this decree and proved that even under 
these unfair and adverse restrictions Jews may still 
purchase considerable stretches which, when colon- 
ized, can provide livelihood for a farming popula- 
tion of about a half million. 

This work must proceed at an accelerated pace. 
The Jewish people and the Zionist movement have 
missed. many opportunities during the past two 
decades. This mistake must not be repeated again. 


The Essence of Revisionism 


Marie Syrkin 


An analysis of a fascist tendency in Jewry. 





7. HE GREATER innterest in revisionism in the 
United States is not due solely to the recent 
arrival of Jabotinsky. Naturally the brilliance 
and great personal charm of the Fuehrer are com- 
pelling factors but there are profounder causes at 
work which should be faced openly. Psychologic- 
ally, the moment is a propitious one for the man 
on a white horse. Precisely because Jews have 
never felt so desperate, so helpless, so terrified as 
today, the sound of sabre-rattling and trumpet- 
blasts is welcome. The sabre may not cut; the 
blast may frighten nothing more deadly than 
sheep, but the gesture is an emotional release and 
a defiance. We remember how in November, 
1936 a few hundred Polish Jews, without pass- 
ports, visas or money, began to march on foot 
from Warsaw to Palestine. Their sole equipment 
for the proposed pilgrimage through the lands of 
Europe and the Orient was a commander-in-chief, 
uniforms, flags, and a rallying-cry “Awaken 
Israel.”” The would-be redeemers of Zion were 
dispersed by the Polish police a few miles outside 
of Warsaw and no more has been heard of them 
or their enterprise. But who does not understand 


the anguish from which this fantastic “redemp- 
tion-march” sprang? 


Who does not understand 





their ultimate readiness to cease reckoning with 
reality entirely when its pressure became too intol- 
erable? The over-burdened spirit takes refuge in 
illusion, a world of dreams which gives a kind of 
logic to the unbearable confusion of existence. 

In a sense, it is a similar mood that revisionism 
can now capitalize. In a world-crisis which has 
engulfed not only the Jewish people but nation 
after small nation, when Zionism like every other 
liberal movement is fighting for its life, Jabotinsky 
appears in the gloom and brightens the air with 
slogans: A Jewish State on both sides of the Jor- 
dan; Jews to be shipped into Palestine at once not 
by the thousands, but by the millions; a Jewish 
army; and a few other trifles! Naturally there is 
no Zionist anywhere who does not desire the larg- 
est possible immigration into the largest possible 
area of the Jewish homeland. But those who 
have actually assumed the day-by-day struggle for 
the economic and political entrenchment of Zion- 
ism cannot afford the luxury of tumultuous and 
provocative battle-cries. Those who are engaged 
in the disheartening inch-by-inch labor of realizing 
the maximum attainable within given conditions, 
cannot indulge in sonorous maximalist demands. 
However, it is obvious that shouting for the im- 
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mediate admission of a “million” Jews has a 
greater romantic appeal than bleak negotiations 
about actual immigration certificates. The gentle- 
man on the platform who bravely proclaims, “Let 
them all in,” is bound to strike a sympathetic 
chord in even the most sober. The simulation 
even of non-existent might, may be a comfort 
when the sense of impotence grows too oppressive. 

In the March issue of Hadar (Revisionist 
Youth monthly) are some verses which the Edit- 
ors characterize as ‘“‘a consummate expression of 
the spirit of Betar” (Revisionist Youth Organiza- 
tion.) This apparently definitive formulation of 
the Betar creed urges: ‘“To your tents, oh Jews! 
To your guns, tanks, bombers.” It also advises 
“Spit back with machine-guns, and they will res- 
pect you; Spit back with air-bombs and they will 
admire you.”” It closes with the exhortation, “An- 
swer them with steel, answer them with fire, an- 
swer them with death—that is the language they 
understand.” 

Disregarding for the moment the ethical level 
of this utterance, one can readily see that in certain 
moods of despair and rebellion against repeated 
outrage, youth and perhaps its elders can be won 
by the counsel of despair to mythical “tanks” and 
“bombers.” And it is not hard to understand the 
impulse which made the brown-shirted members 
of Betar stand in military formation before ““Com- 
mander-in-chief”’ Jabotinsky, when he recently “‘in- 
spected”’ his “‘troops’’ with all due soldierly preci- 
sion in the Capitol Hotel in New York City. Not 
that the martial fanfare of Brith Trumpeldor is a 
novelty. In Poland, “‘dress reviews,” ‘‘militia 
manoeuvers,”’ uniforms complete in every detail 
from spurs to epaulettes, had long been the order 
of the day. There used to be only one hitch in the 
pomp and circumstance of Jabotinsky’s “dress par- 
ades.” The Polish government would permit the 
Revisionists to dress up in fancy uniforms, but it 
forbade the use of arms, so that even the redoubt- 
able Kazin (Colonel) boasted neither sword nor 
pistol. 

Of course, there is nothing humorous about 
Jewish weakness. The Revisionist mimicry of a 
force which it does not possess is tragic rather 
than funny. One might even go so far as to say 
that if the aping of military attitudes were eventu- 
ally to lead to greater strength, Jews could well 
afford to appear temporarily ridiculous. Further- 
more, one may grant that the instinctive liberal re- 
pugnance to everything that savors of militarism 
can in the present hour no longer be considered as 
an absolute criterion. If its magniloquent phrases 
contained either a record of achievement, or a 
promise of success, Revisionism would have the 
right to say to Zionism, to Jewry, that the era of 
Hitler is no time for a stubborn adherence to 
noble ideologies. 
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On the basis of the record, has Revisionism this 
right? What is the truth? 

Revisionism began as an opposition group with- 
in the Zionist movement, being founded by Jabot- 
insky in 1923. In 1935, the Revisionists left the 
Zionist Organization and formed what they call 
the New Zionist Organization. Their program 
has varied little in these years. They started cre- 
scendo and have maintained their vocal pitch con- 
sistently. However, these years have provided an 
opportunity for discovering just what revisionism 
means when it proceeds to activities other than 
flag-waving. 

First of all, what are revisionist political 
achievements? What have these clamorers for a 
‘Jewish State on both sides of the Jordan,” these 
fiery denouncers of Great Britain, done to aggran- 
dize Jewish independence in Palestine? It is 
hardly necessary to dwell on the obvious fact that 
only a politically irresponsible group could permit 
itself the pleasure of 100% slogans, happen what 
may. The “maximalism” of the revisionists has 
not brought the Jewish State any nearer; it has, 
however, provided ample ammunition to the 
Arabs and opponents of Zionism in Great Britain. 
There has been more than one time in the tragic 
tension of the past decade, when political Zionism 
was seriously jeopardized by the uncontrolled 
vaporings of the revisionists. 

At this point, it may be well again to remember 
that even Herzl—to whose Zionist will there were 
certainly no bounds—substituted the tamer “pub- 
licly and legally assured home in Palestine” for 
‘Jewish State,’ when he became a responsible 
political leader. And it might also be salutary to 
recall that a signature affixed to the Churchill 
White Paper of 1922, which separated Transjor- 
dania from Palestine, is that of Vladimir Jabotin- 
sky. 

Yet it would be a mistake to assume that Revi- 
sionist contributions to the political front have 
been solely an excess of zeal and lung-power. 
They have more substantial achievements to their 
credit. 

In 1934, against the expressed will of the Jew- 
ish Agency, the Revisionists circulated a world 
petition on the question of Zionism. 

This petition was presented to the Mandates 
Commission of the League of Nations. As at that 
time the revisionists were still theoretically within 
the Zionist Organization, they committed a flag- 
rant breach of Zionist discipline by this act, but far 
worse was the “‘political” result that they achieved 
with their bold stroke. The Mandates Commis- 
sion ruled that the Revisionist petition “does not 
fulfill the conditions of admissibility since it raises 
claims which are incompatible with the Mandate 
for Palestine.” In other words, thanks to the re- 
visionists, the world was explicitly informed that a 
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Jewish State was incompatible with the terms of 
the Mandate. This damaging interpretation had 
not been volunteered by the Commission. Res- 
ponsible Zionist leaders had always cautiously re- 
frained from any step likely to precipitate such a 
pronouncement. The Revisionists, however, man- 
aged to secure this signal political defeat by their 
passion for meaningless gestures. 

Time and again, we have been treated to the ex- 
traordinary spectacle of these “uncompromising” 
opponents of the Mandatory Power running to the 
British Government with requests that Jewish self- 
government be diminished. In 1937, when Jabo- 
tinsky appeared at the session of the Royal Com- 
mission held in London, he did not hesitate to re- 
quest the British Government to liquidate the Jew- 
ish Agency, which is the accredited representative 
of the Jewish people before Great Britain and the 
world. That is to say, in a crucial moment for 
Zionism, Jabotinsky’s contribution to the Zionist 
case, carefully constructed and presented by the 
Jewish Agency, was to question the agency’s com- 
petence as a representative body. 


Nor is this the only evidence of Revisionist 
super-patriotism in action. As recently as a month 
ago (February 1940) the revisionists in Palestine 
presented a memorandum to the Government re- 
questing the British to assume the task of regu- 
lating employment, and thus deprive the Jewish 
labor bureaus of this power. In the same memor- 
andum they asked the Government to outlaw 
strikes. The question of the Revisionist attitude 
toward organized labor will be considered separ- 
ately. In this connection, it is important to ob- 
serve the readiness of the Revisionists to hand 
over basic Jewish rights, fundamental signs of 
Jewish autonomy, to the British Administration. 

The Kofer Ha Yishuv (Self-Defense Fund), 
the tax assumed by the Jewish community of Pal- 
estine and one of the symbols of Jewish self-gov- 
ernment in Palestine, has been savagely fought by 
the revisionists—again a paradoxical act for these 
perpetual praters about Jewish “independence.” 

Another plank in the Revisionist platform is a 
“Jewish army.” Do they not strike heroic poses, 
and shout Tel Hai? Again, what is the actual 
record? Unfortunately, the three years of dis- 
turbances in Palestine have provided us with suf- 
ficient samples not only of revisionist statesman- 
ship but of revisionist valor. 

The extraordinary courage of the Yishuv dur- 
ing these years, the evolution of the concept of 
Havlaga—self-restraint—which imposed on the 
population a policy of active defense against at- 
tack but forbade blind retaliation, has by now be- 
come legendary. It forms one of the great chap- 
ters in human, as well as Jewish history. What 
was the Revisionist offering to this period? They 
did not participate in the general self-defense. 
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But when the endurance of the population was 
strained, revisionists proceeded to commit a 
number of wanton terrorist acts. We need 
not dwell on the immorality of the indiscrim- 
inate slaughter of possibly guiltless Arabs. What 
the revisionists should have been able to realize, 
even if they were insensitive to the ethical consid- 
erations involved, was that the sole practical result 
of a Jewish counter-terror would be to inflame all 
sectors of the Arab population to active hostility 
and provide the British with legitimate excuses for 
suppressing the Jewish population as a lawless ele- 
ment. The consistent purity of the Jewish posi- 
tion as well as its energetic self-defense under 
every onslaught, was the strongest weapon which 
the Yishuv could forge. It is this weapon which 
the revisionists attempted to destroy. “Break 
Havlaga” became their slogan. They canon- 
ized Shlomo Ben Yossef, the young revisionist 
who was executed in 1938 for shooting at some 
passing Arabs from ambush. This same Ben Yos- 
sef was held up by Jabotinsky as a model of Jew- 
ish heroism to the Youth of Brith Trumpeldor, 
when he “reviewed” them recently in New York. 
In a sense, the young terrorist is a more suitable 
saint for revisionist veneration than the Socialist 
Trumpeldor whom they adopted, because the epic 
defense of Tel Hai by Trumpeldor was opposed 
by Jabotinsky. This apostle of action declared to 
the Vaad Leumi (1920) “If we shall, ourselves, 
rise to defend our settlements, we shall certainly 
fail!’’ But now characteristically enough the re- 
visionist war-cry is Tel Hai. 


To every critical period in Palestine, the revi- 
sionist contribution has been merely provocative 
demonstration. From 1929, when they precipit- 
ated Arab riots by their senseless March to the 
Wailing Wall, till 1939 when they imperilled 
Havlaga, their acts have consistently jeopardized 
the safety of the country. Yet who can compare 
the personal heroism or the national vision of the 
worker who built Hanita in the midst of the dis- 
turbances with that of the irresponsible element 
which shot at an Arab bus, or planted a bomb in 
an Arab market-place? 


What else have the revisionists done to further 
the actual progress of Zionism? ‘They roar for 
mass-immigration; their deeds, however, are of a 
character best calculated to render a large influx of 
Jews into Palestine impossible. It is a truism by 
now to point out that the absorptive capacity of 
Palestine depends on the continuing entrenchment 
of the population in the economic life of the coun- 
try. If unemployed Jewish workers wander 
through the colonies, it is obvious that there will 
be less opportunity for other Jewish workers to 
enter. It is equally obvious that the most persua- 
sive argument for maximal political elements is the 
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solidarity and extent of Jewish constructive 
achievement in Palestine. The 57 new settlements 
founded by Jewish workers in the past three ter- 
rible years have an infinitely greater political signi- 
ficance than a swash-buckling parade. Yet the re- 
visionists have done their utmost to undermine the 
position of the Jewish worker in Palestine. 
“Breaking” organized labor has been as holy a 
revisionist purpose as breaking the Havlaga. 
Jabotinsky’s notorious ‘‘Yes, destroy” has pro- 
vided revisionism with one slogan by which it 
punctiliously abides. The revisionist explanation 
of its typically fascist attacks on organized labor is 
that as devoted nationalists they oppose the “class 
struggle.” The miracles of national reconstruc- 
tion wrought by the “‘class struggling” chalutz re- 
quire no elaboration. It would be an impertinence 
to rehearse the chalutz history of sacrifice and 
martyrdom for the national ideal. But revisionist 
strike-breaking, revisionist alliances with the most 
reactionary elements among Jewish employers, 
bear examination. What happened in 1934 in 
Kfar Saba is an excellent illustration of the bril- 
liance of revisionist tactics. Kfar Saba belonged 
to a group of colonists where the Histadrut had 
secured the employment of Jewish workers. Even 
though 18% of the workers of the colony were not 
members of the Histadrut, they abided by its deci- 
sions. Then there appeared on the scene the 
‘‘super-nationalist”” members of Brith Trumpeldor 
and concluded separate agreements with the em- 
ployers. The first result of this strategy was the 
immediate “‘liberation” of the colony from “Marx- 
ian” workers. But this bit of social progress was 
followed by another act of liberation. It dawned 
on the colonists that Arabs were even cheaper than 
strike-breaking revisionists. Kfar Saba became 
free of Jewish workers till the riots. When their 
groves began to burn, the colonists re-discovered 
the merits of Jewish labor. 
Despite such demonstrations of the _ net 
“national” gains achieved through strike-breaking, 
the revisionists continue cheerfully in their attack 
on the Jewish worker. At present we have the ex- 
ample of Gan Litvinsky, one of the largest orange 
groves in Palestine. Till 1936, the Brothers Lit- 
vinsky had employed only Arabs. After the out- 
breaks, when work became dangerous, contracts 
were given to the agricultural department of the 
Histadrut. Recently, the Histadrut brought evi- 
dence showing that it was losing one cent every 
box of oranges. During the negotiations with the 
Brothers Litvinsky, revisionist strike-breakers 
stepped in and underbid the Histadrut by a consid- 
erable sum. Perhaps after a while the Brothers 
Litvinsky, with the able help of the revisionists, 
will be able to return to the idyllic, pre-1936 era, 
when the still more economical Arabs were at their 
disposal. Do the revisionists really believe that 
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by lowering the standard of living, by destroying 
the cardinal principle of Jewish labor without 
which Zionism is doomed, they are creating con- 
ditions conducive to ‘‘mass-immigration?” 

The revisionists have always clamored for “ar- 
bitration” of labor disputes, yet when Rutenberg, 
as President of the Vaad Leumi, ruled in favor of 
the Histadrut workers in the Gan Litvinsky con- 
flict, they refused to abide by his decision. This, 
despite their previously professed admiration for 
the ‘‘strong’’ figure of Rutenberg. 

Since the war, a General Labor Bureau has been 
established in which all Zionist workers’ groups 
are represented (Histadrut, Hapoel Hamizrachi, 
Poale Agudath Israel, General Zionist). The 
function of this Labor Bureau is to apportion 
work to applicants. The revisionists have refused 
to participate in the Bureau, but they clamor end- 
lessly that they are wronged in the apportionment 
of working days. 

The revisionist record is uniformly one of sabo- 
tage and destruction. These devotees of “unity” 
and “‘discipline” have repeatedly broken the dis- 
cipline.of the Zionist Organization and the Jewish 
Agency by irresponsible, unauthorized action with 
invariably disastrous results. These would be 
builders of Zion have carried an active propa- 
ganda against the national funds; they have inter- 
fered with collections; they have broken Jewish 
National Fund boxes on the grounds that these 
were “‘socialist” because the land purchased be- 
longed in perpetuity to the Jewish people. They 
have set up rival funds of their own, and then have 
had the consummmate effrontery to complain that 
Keren Kayemeth and Keren Hayesod were not 
supplying them with enough cash. Their culpable 
mismanagement and. shameful exploita tion of 
Aliya Bet has already been discussed in a previous 
article (JEWISH FRONTIER, March). 


“Breaking” Jewish labor; breaking Havlaga; 
breaking the Zionist Organization; breaking the 
National Funds; breaking ‘“‘unity”—that is the 
sum total of the revisionist achievement. Even 
some revisionists have begun to rebel against this 
eternal chaos. The ‘National Federation of 
Workers,” the Organization of Revisionist work- 
ers in Palestine has issued a bulletin in which it ac- 
cuses the Revisionist officials of deliberately fos- 
tering labor disputes: “‘All their (Revisionist lead- 
ers’) struggle has been limited to fostering com- 
petition and strife with regard to the working 
day.” 

However, in order to savor the full fragrance 
of revisionism one has to go to its chief spokes- 
man. Did not Jabotinsky himself proclaim that a 
state must be built “on slavery, filth, and blood?” 
Did not Abba Achimair, hailed by Jabotinsky as 
“friend and teacher” urge: “We must create 
groups for action; to exterminate the Histadrut 
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physically; they are worse than Arabs,” and still 
better: “It is by the amount of bloodshed that you 
can evaluate a revolution, and not by the beautiful 
ideas for which it is shed.” And finally, did not 
Uri Zwi Greenberg, writing in the Revisionist 
paper Hazit Haam, give as his journalistic credo: 
“holy falsehood”; “smear it on thick”; “exagger- 
ate as much as possible”; “Start scandals. Say 
they are thieves. This will reverberate both in 
Palestine and in the Diaspora.” 

With two editions of “Mein Kampf” in circula- 
tion it is hardly necessary to point out what spirit 
these quotations breathe. In method and ideology 


The Moslems and 
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Revisionism is viciously fascist lacking the sole as- 
set of fascism—might. A movement which is 
both provocative and impotent is dangerous only 
to the cause it advocates. Despite its ambitious 
profession, there is only one field in which Revi- 
sionism has made an effective display of strength. 
It has shown a suicidal! energy in attempting to 
destroy hard-won achievements of Zionism. This 
spirit must not be allowed to infect American Jew- 
ry. As long as actual work may be done in and 
for Palestine, spectacular or unspectacular, we 
must not retire to that asylum of illusion where 
spurious Napoleons brawl with each other. 


Indian Freedom 


Hayim Greenberg 





URING RECENT years official spokesmen 

of the Moslems in India have frequently and 
energetically championed the demands of extrem- 
ist Arab nationalists for the establishment of an 
independent state in Palestine. Under present cir- 
cumstances this would amount to an Arab state. 
At the same time—paradoxical as this may appear 
—they are opposed to the transformation of their 
native land, India, into a free and sovereign coun- 
try. The biggest hurdle in the way of the Indian 
National Congress, which at the present time is 
demanding complete independence, is again the 
Moslem League. India—argue the Moslem rep- 
resentatives—must not become an independent 
state as long as no special guarantees have been 
provided for the protection of the various minor- 
ities and especially for the Moslems, who are the 
largest minority in the country. In this respect 
there exists a certain resemblance between the well 
founded fear felt by Jews at the prospect of re- 
maining under the rule of a Moslem Arab major- 
ity in Palestine and the much less justified fear of 
the Indian Moslems when confronted with the 
possibility of being ruled by a Hindu majority 
without the protection of England. At any rate, 
the Moslem leaders of India now provide the 
British Empire with an excellent alibi. We must 
be cautious about changing the political status of 
India—it is declared in London—because we are 
forced to consider the interests and sentiments of 
millions of Moslems who live there. (This, in- 
cidentally, is a motive which the same ruling circles 
in London choose to ignore when the Jews in 
Palestine are concerned. ) 


Last week M. A. Jinnah, president of the In- 
dian Moslem League, came out with a new sug- 
gestion, a plan to partition the country. India, he 
maintains, is inhabited by two nations and it would 
be better for them to live apart in peace than to- 


gether in discord. The land should therefore be 
divided into a Hindu and a Moslem state. So far 
as the latter is concerned, Mr. Jinnah is confident 
that it will agree to join voluntarily the “British 
Commonwealth of Nations’ under dominion 
status from the very beginning. We are informed 
that Mr. Jinnah is even preparing to discuss with 
Gandhi the attitude of the National Congress 
toward his partition scheme. 


It is obvious even to a superficial observer that 
the Moslem population of India constitutes a de- 
finite socio-political factor and has interests of its 
own. The Hindus are proud of the fact that they 
account for one eighth of the population of the 
world, one half the population of the British em- 
pire and an overwhelming majority within India. 
But the Moslems in India number about eighty 
million, nearly equalling the combined populations 
of England and France. Furthermore, their eco- 
nomic influence transcends their numerical strength 
and they have created a relatively great culture. 
The marvellous monuments of Mogul architecture 
are to this day a reminder of the immense power 
Islam once commanded. The differences between 
Hindu and Moslem in India are more than reli- 
gious. Many Moslems are descendants of other 
races and absence of intermarriage between the 
two groups over a long period of time tended to 
preserve this cleavage. In this respect M. A. Jin- 
nah is correct when he maintains* that Hindu 
Moslem relations may not be compared to the re- 
lations between Catholics and Protestants in a 
country like England. He rightly points out that 
both Hinduism and Mohammedanism prescribe 
codes of social behavior as well as religious con- 
duct. This results in separate legal codes and dif- 
fering social concepts. Jinnah therefore claims 
that this condition precludes that measure of 





* Time and Tide, London, England. 
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national and cultural unity which lies at the foun- 
dation of political democracy in the western world. 
One who is acquainted with conditions in India 
will admit that Jinnah’s argument cannot lightly be 
passed over. The pious Hindu, for instance, con- 
siders the cow a sacred animal, while the Moslems 
celebrate what is to them an important ceremonial 
(Baqr’Id) which consists of sacrificing a cow. The 
Moslems’ religious ceremonies are determined by 
the lunar calendar and their fast days often occur 
at the same time that the Hindus celebrate festive 
occasions. Street processions of Hindus carrying 
their religious symbols shock the religious sensibil- 
ities of the Moslems. In the past these have often 
led to bloody clashes. The leaders of the Moslem 
League therefore express their fear of a free and 
united India wherein the Hindus will be in a great 
majority and will control the government, and 
recommend partition of the country as the best 
way out. 


But if the fears of the Moslem League are jus- 
tified, why not be concerned for the welfare of 
other minorities as well? In addition to Hindus 
and Moslems India also contains over three mil- 
lion Sikhs, a million and a half Jains (Mahatma 
Gandhi belongs to this group), over eleven million 
Buddhists, about five million Christians and mil- 
lions of others who belong to various racial and 
religious categories. If eighty million Moslems 
fear the “fanaticism” of the Hindu majority, the 
smaller minorities should certainly be concerned 
for their fate if and when England will cease to 


administer the country. Should one therefore con-: 


sider the establishment of separate independent 
states for them? We know that this is impossible 
—short of the Hitler méthod of enforced ex- 
changes of population—because large numbers be- 
longing to these groups are scattered throughout 
the country. This, however, is also true to a large 
extent of the Moslem population. In a couple of 
provinces, it is true, they are in the majority; in 
Bengal and Punjab they account for about 60% 
of the inhabitants. But in Assam they are only 
28%, in Bombay 19%, in the United Provinces 
less than 15%, in Bihar and Orissa only 10% and 
in Madras a little over 6%. If we leave British 
India and pass to the so-called independent Indian 
states we there find the Moslems not exceeding 
20%. Hinduism and Mohammedanism are thus 
politically and territorially much more intertwined 
than the Moslem League cares to admit. No mat- 
ter what boundaries partition should follow, there 
would still remain large numbers of Hindus in the 
Moslem state and vice versa. Who, then, would 
protect the minorities in the two countries, let 
alone the interests of the millions who are neither 
Moslem nor Hindu, to which we referred above, 
were Jinnah’s, or some other, partition plan to be 
put into effect? 
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We should not underestimate the interests and 
sensibilities of the eighty million Moslems in India. 
But it appears to us here that the defense of minor- 
ity rights do not require the atomization of such 
an economic unit as India represents. (I stress 
the word “atomization” because the first partition 
would undoubtedly evoke local separatist tenden- 
cies.) The Indian National Congress plans to es- 
tablish a unified federated state with a large de- 
gree of self-government for the individual prov- 
inces. It appears to us that this plan contains a 
sound and democratic solution of India’s problem. 
Should the program of the Congress be put into 
effect, the Moslems would control the administra- 
tion of the five Northwest provinces where they 
are in a majority and one may reasonably expect 
the Moslem minorities elsewhere to be treated 
with the same measure of generosity which they 
would exhibit to minorities in the area under their 
control. The different provinces in India can thus 
counterbalance each other and the federal consti- 
tution can be planned in such a manner as to pro- 
vide effectively for the protection of the other 
small minorities. 


The Moslem League has of late been appealing 
to American public opinion in an effort to influence 
it against the Indian National Congress. The 
Congress, it maintains, does not represent the en- 
tire country and if progressive opinion in America 
is concerned with the solution of India’s problem, 
it should take into consideration the eighty million 
Moslems. But the leaders of the National Con- 
gress never claimed to represent already 100% of 
the Indian population. (For this reason the Con- 
gress now demands the convocation of a national 
constituent assembly in which all groups and ele- 
ments should be represented.) The Congress 
stresses another point: that its framework is broad 
enough to include every Indian patriot, Hindu or 
Moslem, Brahmin or untouchable. From its very 
inception the Congress bore an_ all-inclusive, 
national character. The founder of the Congress, 
strange as it may appear, was a British resident of 
India. Another Englishman, A. O. Hume, was its 
secretary for a considerable time. Among the ex- 
ecutives of the Congress there were always Mos- 
lems and among its presidents there were Chris- 
tians, Moslems and Parsis, although the Parsis are 
the smallest minority group in India. Under the 
leadership of Gandhi, the Congress energetically 
fought for the reestablishment of the Moslem 
Khalifate, after Turkey ceased to be the official 
center of Mohammedanism, although many fail to 
understand to this day how Gandhi could have be- 
come the advocate of such a reactionary political 
and religious institution. Hundreds of thousands 
of Moslems are members of the Congress move- 
ment and the Northwest Frontier Province, which 
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is 95% Moslem, is dominated by the Congress and 
its local self-administration is Moslem. 

The Moslem League, on the other hand, can- 
not boast of speaking in the name of the entire 
Moslem population of India. Aside from it there 
exist three other Moslem organizations with more 
progressive programs, and these cooperate with 
the National Congress. 

The partition plan of the Moslem League is an 
outgrowth of factors other than fear of being 
dominated by the “fanaticism” of the Hindu 
majority in a united free India. It stems from the 
opposition of the Moslem League to the progres- 
sive and democratic forces that dominate the Con- 
gress today, to its program of economic reform, to 
the socialist influences that are beginning to be felt 
in the Congress and to the principle of unlimited 
franchise which the Congress is pledged to incor- 
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porate in the future constitution of the country. 
The present struggle of the Moslem League 
against the Indian National Congress is, in a cer- 
tain sense, the struggle of Indian feudalism against 
the rise of mass democracy. Certain indications 
point to the conclusion that the Moslem League is 
being supported by the British administration 
which fears national unity in the country and util- 
izes the new Hindu-Moslem tension to justify its 
policy of leaving conditions as they were in Eng- 
land’s largest and most important colony. It is 
entirely possible that relations between Hindus 
and Moslems would be much more normal today 
were it not for the “third side” which stimulates 
from London all those forces that may strengthen 
the barriers and serve to create new competition 
and ill will between the various parts of the Indian 
population. 


ls There Another Germany? 


The much discussed “other Germany" and its ability 
to establish a democratic regime are carefully exam- 
ined in the light of Germany's history in recent years. 


by Willi Schlamm 





N THIS limited contribution to the debate on 
whether there is “Another Germany” I do not 
recommend any solutions. I merely wish to men- 
tion some facts which are not necessarily to my 
liking. 

Are all Germans Nazis? Does the debatable 
“other Germany” exist at all? Does it exist as a 
political reality and not merely as a spiritual cate- 
gory? Who are Nazism’s potential successors 
and what are their chances and strength? 

Jews, of course, must be particularly cautious in 
expressing generalized judgments of other na- 
tions. But all the same, Jews should carefully 
ask themselves whether there is yet any moral 
or historical justification for the traditional Jewish 
Germanophilia? It is possible that humanitarian 
considerations will, one day, impel the Jews to 
extend sympathy and a helping hand to a defeated 
Germany. Our epoch is insane enough to create 
even such a mad paradox. But at this time such 
an eventuality appears to be far away. Until 
such a time, Jews have little enough reason to 
have an idealized picture of the forces operating in 
contemporary Germany. 

It is true that not all Germans are Nazis. 
I count too many excellent, brave, European, 
and thoroughly cultured Germans among my 
friends, who for ten years have so successfully 
resisted the Nazi infection, that I should accept 
Hitler’s thesis concerning the complete identity 
between Nazism and the German people. But 





neither am I any longer so naive as to accept the 
popular notion that the gruesome phenomenon 
of Nazism is just a case of a helpless nation acci- 
dentally being kidnapped by a clever and ruthless 
gang. Not all Germans are Nazis, it is true, but 
Nazism has components common to all Germans. 
Its fantastic success is merely insured by the 
Gestapo and terrorism. This success is largely 
caused by the fact that Nazism has something to 
offer even to the best Germans, even to its foes 
among them. The inclination to see the outside 
world through a specific and dangerously distorted 
perspective, the readiness to be easily convinced 
that the Germans wer¢ subjected to a particularly 
unjust and especially rough deal, the deep-rooted 
belief in the metaphysical importance of the state, 
of centralization, of power, the disposition to sanc- 
tion in politics rules which the individual (and bet- 
ter) German honestly hates when applied to his 
personal life—all these (in different degrees and 
on different intellectual levels) are somehow near 
to the German, no matter what faction, class or 
educational group he may belong to. 

I am making this statement without trying at 
the present time to analyze it with that scientific 
care that statements of such a character certainly 
deserve. I omit this analysis not in order to avoid 
a complicated task, but because the present article 
is concerned with another topic which, however, 
could not be clearly discussed in any degree with- 
out the foregoing hypothetical statement. But of 
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all the unavoidable misunderstandings which an a 
priori thesis may provoke, I wish to exclude one 
immediately: I definitely reject any contention that 
the above mentionel typical German reaction is 
caused by some “enigmatic influence of common 
blood” or by some other definition of that fashion- 
able stupidity which offers itself to the world as 
“Twentieth Century Science”. What we could call 
“the German behavior” is as much a result of a 
rationally conceivable historical development of 
the German people as the thoroughly different 
Anglo-Saxon behavior is the result of a different 
Anglo-Saxon history. 

But whether we like it or not, that German 
behavior alluded to above is now an essential part 
of our world. It determines Germany’s present 
historical milieu and it is a mortgage on her next 
one. An examination of the anti-Nazi forces 
within Germany and their potential role after an 
eventual overthrow of the Nazi regime, must 
necessarily be wrong if we were to use academic 
common-places instead of realistic knowledge. 
There doubtless exists within Germany an anti- 
Nazi opposition of consequence. But its structure, 
its consciousness, its possibilities and its future 
differ from what popular conception abroad would 
like to see. This may be a sad realization, but we 


must bear in mind that “the other Germany” is 


also German. 
* * * 

No numerical estimate of the anti-Nazi forces 
within Germany makes sense in itself. If an anti- 
Nazi German group abroad gives exact figures 
of its strength within the Reich, it loses by that 
mere fact any title to being taken seriously. Under 
the conditions imposed by the Gestapo on the 
German opposition, neither a registration of anti- 
Nazi partisans nor a reliable numerical estimate 


_of popular trends is possible. The picture of un- 


derground Germany is a vague mosaic composed 
of bits of information, impressions and_oc- 
casional observations. It cannot be denied that 
under such circumstances, any analysis of “the 
other Germany”’ must be tainted by the subjective 
bias of the analyst. This danger is somewhat less 
when the author, as in this case, does not belong 
to any of the rival factions and groups although 
he has friends in some of them. . 
When relatively democratic elections were held 
in Germany for the last time in 1933, Hitler col- 
lected less than fifty percent of the German votes. 
The chain of amazing and easy successes vouch- 
safed his regime by the western democracies until 
September 1939, has certainly bound the German 
nation closer to Nazism, not only because of cow- 
ardly, opportunistic adaptation to a strengthened 
and merciless dictatorship but also because of hon- 
est admiration of its success as well. The average 
German (and in that he is scarcely different from 
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the average citizen of other nations) usually places 
greater trust in success than in his own original 
opinion. 

Nevertheless a good part of the originally 
socialistic masses in Germany certainly did not 
consciously run into the victor’s camp. In 1933 
about seven million Germans voted for the Social 
Democratic party and about five million for the 
Communists. About four million people were 
organized in the free trade unions and about 1.3 
million in the various Socialist and Communist 
parties and groups. In other words, nine decades 
of Socialist organization and educational work 
within Germany had succeeded in winning about 
one third of the nation. (This includes the Com- 
munist followers as well. And while it is true that 
the Communist infiltration into the German Labor 
movement was an essential cause of the downfall 
of German Democracy it is nevertheless equally 
true that so far as the consciousness of the Com- 
munist masses was concerned it was influenced by 
libertarian motives. In any case their ideological 
motivation was less cynical than that of their 
leaders). 

Almost all information supports the assumption 
that those German workers who for a long time 
were subject to the influence of the educational 
work of Socialist parties and the free unions have 
to a large degree not been taken in by the glamour 
of Nazi success, which is so extremely potent with 
other German social strata. But it would be sheer 
self deception to expect that the relics of the old 
Socialist parties and Trade Unions are still the 
ready skeleton for a Democratic resurrection in 
Germany. First of all the Communist section 
(and in Germany it amounts to over a third of 
the workers and intellectuals ever reached by the 
Marxian gospel) is thoroughly spoiled. Those 
who are still connected with the Bolshevist brand 
of totalitarianism through some conspiratorial 
work or even through a passive belief in Bol- 
shevist Messiahnism certainly cannot be relied 
upon (to put it mildly) as an element of demo- 
cratic rennaissance in Germany. The polluted 
atmosphere of the Third Reich has killed within 
them the last vestiges of genuine democratic ideals. 
The particular mixture of longing for revenge and 
of sometimes unconscious admiration of the 
miracles a dictatorship’s efficiency can achieve, 
has finally and entirely remodeled German Com- 
munist followers after the image of Nazism. The 
sober truth is that the German Communist under- 
ground movement is no more a danger to the na- 
tion’s eventual democratic rebirth than it is its 
hope. Practically identical with the expert G.P.U. 
apparatus within Germany and kept alive by 
Moscow’s virtually unlimited financial aid, the 
German Communist party doubtless has a bigger 
secret political machine within the Reich than 








— 


14 


any other opposition movement. But the popular 
response is surprisingly small—small even when 
we consider the hardships and limitations of con- 
temporary Germany. 

I do not deny that particularly during the first 
two or three years after Hitler’s accession to 
power, Communist activity in Germany was par- 
tially supported by people of genuine rebellious 
spirit and has produced some cases of real bravery 
worthy of the sincere admiration even of foes of 
Communism. But to a growing extent the evil in- 
fluence of the degeneration within Russia penetrat- 
ed German Communist ranks, driving the sincere, 
the unselfish and the sensible among its followers 
into despair and passivity. While within the atmos- 
phere of democratic nations former Communists, 
having learned a lesson, may gradually become 
honest and valuable fellow-workers for a demo- 
cratic way of life, such a development is hardly 
conceivable within a totalitarian dictatorship. In 
the midst of compulsory indecency, entirely cut off 
from contact with sources of spiritual development 
and practical information, prevented from any 
kind of comparative analysis and exchange of in- 
tellectual experiences, the disillusioned Communist 
within a Fascist dictatorship is consumed by cynism 
or suffers a complete breakdown. 

Furthermore, the German Communist, if 
he is sincere with. himself, cannot help but be 
amazed at the undeniable similarity between the 
Nazi reality and the panacea he had advocated 
once upon a time. The economic trend toward a 
sort of nationalization, the growing uniformity in 
social life, the unlimited and efficient power of a 
centralized state and party machine, Nazism’s 
absolutely genuine contempt for the so-called 
“Bourgeois” way of life—all these must touch 
a sympathetic chord in the soul of every Com- 
munist. If he is inclined to cynicism, such ex- 
periences will drive him toward sympathy with 
the regime; if his moral sense of value, so violent- 
ly offended by the surrounding reality, prevents 
him from silent admiration of Nazism’s achieve- 
ments, he will be tormented by doubts of the cor- 
rectness of his previous philosophy which appears 
to be capable of at least partial realization through 
means employed by Nazis. This latter type, cer- 
tainly the more valuable kind of German Com- 
munist, thus falls into an abyss of doubts and 
despair and passivity. He is probably lost for the 
constructive purposes of his generation. 

While the experience with dictatorship may 
strengthen the traditional respect for democracy 
of the old time German Social Democrat, thus 
giving him a spiritual self assurance, he has 
troubles of a different kind. For one thing he is, 
as a type, (and the old German Social Democrat 
of Bebel’s tradition is certainly a man of very 
definite type) neither extremely willing nor very 
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capable of conspiratorial work. The atmosphere 
in which he was raised had nothing in common 
with the political climate of a totalitarian dictator- 
ship. It is precisely this lack of versatility (a very 
valuable asset as we have learned in these times of 
ours) that made him resist the Bolshevist tempta- 


tion and remain a Social Democrat. But it is this 
lack of versatility that often hides the capacity for 
effective and audacious activity—the only kind 
that a totalitarian regime cannot entirely prevent. 

This is one of the more important lessons of 
totalitarian dictatorship. The more a type of man 
truly differs from his regime the less are his 
chances, even underground. A totalitarian dictat- 
orship spoils not merely its own followers but its 
opponents as well. The faithful Social Democrat 
and loyal union man, certainly the most reliable 
democratic type within German society, are by 
their very nature not fit to adapt themselves to 
totalitarian conditions, not merely so far as their 
technique of conspiratorial activity is concerned. 
In too many cases while clinging to their old 
philosophy they may confine themselves to their 
private existence of sad but decent men, too proud 
and too disappointed to accept the race with the 
scoundrels around. 

Besides, German Social Democracy long before 
the advent of Hitler had been suffering from the 
most serious malady of inability to attract the 
youth. This critical symptom (certainly deserv- 
ing a separate and careful treatment) became one 
of the most fateful features of German life under 
present conditions in Germany. The generation 
between eighteen and twenty-five years of age 
which was subjected for seven years to concentrat- 
ed educational Nazi pressure and has never 
before been in vital touch with a really democratic 
way of life is more thoroughly alienated from the 
traditional culture than the western world is will- 
ing to believe. This is just as true in the case 
of Soviet Russia. Under totalitarian dictatorship 
of any variety the nation’s cleavage between an 
entirely subdued and a potentially rebellious popu- 
lation runs more along the age border between 
generations than along lines of social or class 
differentiation. 

But despite this difficulty, the faithful remnants 
of the Democratic German Labor movement of- 
fer one of the most important promises for a 
Democratic German future both because of the 
human values which they represent as well as on 
account of their courageous activities. I refer 
to the genuine German Social Democrats, with 
all their conservatism and all their faults, not the 
various factions (like the ‘Neu Beginnen”’) whose 
provocative and sincere tasks at the beginning— 
their serious attempt at unorthodox reconsidera- 
tion of old fashioned prescriptions—became trans- 
formed into sterile factionalism. The unfavor- 
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able climate of conspiratorial activity leads almost 
all of these factions to degeneration and pushes 
them often enough on the road of cynical, slightly 
totalitarian sophistication. It is precisely the rather 
simple mind of the old typical German Social 
Democrat that has saved him, inasmuch as he 
remained active, from the fashionable infections 
all around. And because the coming fateful devel- 
opments within Germany, if and when they occur, 
have so very little to do with sophistication but 
rather with a few simple matters like personal 
liberty, the “conservative” type of German Social 
Democrat is more reliable than the ‘‘modernist”’ 
one. 

However, I confess to the heretical opinion 
that probably none of the traditional democratic 
or leftist forces will carry out an eventual German 
shakeup. This opinion has nothing to do with the 
popular speculations whether or not the Reich- 
swehr will betray Hitler. It is based on the 
sad fact that whatever the actual circumstances of 
the breakdown of Nazism may be, the vestiges of 
that gigantic adventure cannot be entirely ex- 
tinguished from the life of the German nation for 
generations to come. 

It is not within the scope of this article to ex- 
amine the various possible circumstances under 
which Nazism’s breakdown may come about, 
whether it will occur after Germany’s complete 
military defeat, by a social revolution or by a 
rebellion within the regime during the war. But 
whatever the external staging of that event may 
be, the future Germany must in any case be looked 
upon as the heir of the present regime. This is a 
tragic perspective indeed. 

If Nazism breaks down, ‘it will happen in con- 
nection with a lost war. A German victory or even 
a stalemate makes our entire discussion thorough- 
ly ephemeral for in such a case Nazism will rule 
for generations not only over Germany but over 
Europe as well and perhaps over the world. When 
the break occurs it will affect not only a dictatorial 
regime which can be easily supplanted by some 
form of parliamentary government, as happened 
frequently in the past. For while such familiar 
regimes, as the Czarist for instance, have always 
represented numerically small groups in society 
and were generally opposed by a large majority 
of the nation, Nazism has the voluntary, conscious 
and enthusiastic support of a large part of the 
German nation; this will be true even of a defeat- 
ed Nazism. One who compares a forthcoming 
breakdown of Nazism with the relatively harm- 
less collapse of the Hohenzollern monarchy has 
no idea what he is speaking about. It is true that 
Kaiserism also enjoyed the patriotism of the 
average German citizen as long as it was victor- 
ious. But then it was a manufactured sort of con- 
ventional patriotism, familiar throughout history 
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in all nations. But the deep-rooted almost mad 
identification with Nazism which the Third Reich 
no doubt succeeded in implanting within a good 
half of the nation has to be understood as an ele- 
mental catastrophe, an unprecedented phenomenon 
of utmost importance and consequences of unfore- 
seen magnitude. 


It matters but little whether the millions of fol- 
lowers of the defeated regime, when it breaks 
down, will have the courage to express openly their 
devotion to Nazism and to defend it. Probably 
they will not, because the Germans are by no means 
braver than other people, and when a regime dies 
its followers everywhere tend to be cautious. But 
this is not of primary importance. What is of first 
rate importance is the fact that in contrast to pre- 
vious cases of changes in a regime the present one 
will result in a nation divided against itself. A 
large part of the German people will consciously 
identify itself with the overthrown past. And even 
the other part, liberated from Nazism as far as its 
consciousness is concerned, will be more deeply in- 
fluenced by that past than the world dares to 
admit. . 


If we do not assume that a foreign military 
force will control such a defeated and terribly 
sick Germany, there remain three conceivable 
potentialities for Germany after Hitler. (1) The 
traditional anti-Nazi forces, the old Democratic 
parties, gain control. They would be faced with 
a more or less articulate but in any case bitter 
enmity of a large part of the population, above 
all with the rebellious stubbornness of the younger 
generation which has learned to argue with guns 
rather than with words. If the old democratic 
forces, endangered by the resistance of such a 
huge’ block within their own nation, do not use 
corresponding means of suppression, their regime 
will not survive the vital first few years. (2) If 
the old democratic forces which really represent 
not much more than half the German nation, use 
the above mentioned means, then Germany will 
enter a period of self destruction, a phase of 
particularly vicious and bloody civil war which 
has such a fatefully demoralizing effect on all 
European progress. Should the German people 
feel that a mere faction is in power, the convulsion 
would never end. Furthermore, the very nature of 
civil war would necessarily bring to the fore the 
least desirable personalities from the point of view 
of democratic progress. From the experience with 
Bolshevism we have learned that only the most 
unmoral type can survive such a spasm. This 
type may still repeat the slogans of democracy 
but its hands remain bloody forever. (3) The 
traditional democratic forces accept voluntarily 
and in advance the cooperation of parts of the 
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nation’s defeated other half. They have there 
two potential partners; the group of religious 
conservatives, who despite their Christian doubts 
have supported Nazism but were finally shocked 
by its barbarism, and the group of younger spirit- 
ually disturbed rebels, who honestly believed in 
the Socialist promises of Nazism and were finally 
disappointed too. At the present moment, and 
without representing such a final development, 
Rauschning articulates the attitude of the first 
group and Otto Strasser speaks the sentiments of 
the other. 

Anyone who wishes may pin his hopes for 
Europe on such a combination. Nor do I see 
another possibility for a relatively democratic 
liquidation of Nazism. But I would hardly call 
it a hope. That is why I have reserved the ques- 
tionable privilege to be a bit pessimistic. 


Socialists, Labor and 
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There is another Germany and history has 
room for it if the traditional democratic German 
forces will have the opportunity and the under. 
standing to cooperate with the disillusioned heirs 
of a terribly rotten national revolution. But even 
then Europe will still be faced with the fact that 
there lives in the center of the continent a nation, 
which though gifted and highly efficient in all poli- 
tical matters, is a century and a half removed from 
the way of life the western nations have reached. 
It is possible that a Germany delivered from Hit. 
ler will make up for that western advantage of one 
hundred and fifty years in a. few decades. But dur- 
ing the coming years that lack of synchronization 
between western Europe and Germany will be a 
grave problem even after the overthrow of Naz- 
ism—the real problem underneath the surface of 
practical difficulties. 


the Coming Presidential Campaign 


by Bernard Noskin 





REVOLUTIONARY, anti class-collabora- 

tion Marxist, of the vintage say of 1912, re- 
viewing the American scene during the past decade 
and casting up the balance of loss and gain, could 
find ample argument in support of a position of 
revolutionary intransigeance. 

In the twenties, our essentially capitalistic econ- 
omy seemed to rest on solid rock. The country 
was said to be enjoying unexampled prosperity, 
and a presidential candidate promised the citizenry 
“‘a chicken in every pot.” Nevertheless, even omit- 
ting 1920, when a substantial vote was polled by 
Debs for the Socialists and Christiansen for the 
Farmer-Laborites, in 1924 there was a strong 
labor minority vote for La Follette, and even in 
1928 a truly national, socialist party was in the 
field. Since then the nation has undergone a crisis 
unexampled in its history. Recovery has been 
slow, uncertain, jerky, punctured by troublesome 
recessions and enveloped in the fog of an expand- 
ing public debt. Now that the panic is over and 
our volume of production is about what it was in 
1929 we tend to forget the severity of the crisis 
that has passed and the illusions which accompan- 
ied it. A large number of our intellectuals, some 
of whom even pretended to an education in the 
field of economics, freely prophesied that capital- 
ism’s last hour had struck and bade us prepare for 
the day of revolution. This current was unhappily 
strengthened by a mendacious propaganda issuing 
from Stalin’s Russia, picturing the people of that 
land, in happy contrast to our own, as blissfully 


living and working under a socialist planned econ- 
omy. The panic, if not the depression, has passed, 
and with it the menace or promise of revolution 
has vanished. Despite all the economic rumbling 
and crumbling the American political landscape is 
in major outlines unaltered, except that the social- 
ists who once threatened to be a really major third 
party have all but disappeared from the scene. 


Now, I can imagine our assumed revolutionary 
Marxist placing the blame for this state of affairs 
on reformism. He might say that the New Deal 
has deceived the working class into believing that 
its condition can be measurably bettered by capital- 
ist reform, or even grant that the New Deal Ad- 
ministration has in fact improved wages, hours and 
working conditions, but urge that these improve- 
ments have been purchased at the expense of inde- 
pendent political organization of the proletariat, 
and that the gain is not worth its cost. 

To these arguments there is a semblance of 
truth. The Roosevelt Administration has frankly 
come forward as the exponent of capitalist reform. 
In doing so it has appealed to the working class for 
support, but its appeal, notwithstanding the exag- 
gerations of Sokolsky, Mark Sullivan, Vander- 
berg, etc., has not been a class appeal, at least not 
in the Marxian sense. The distinction is partly 
one of emphasis and is at times subtle, but none the 
less definite. To the revolutionary Marxist the 
proletariat is important chiefly as the bearer of a 
new social order, the appointed vessel of socio-eco- 
nomic forces that will culminate in a revolutionary 
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transformation of society. Consequently it is es- 
sential in the orthodox Marxian view that the pur- 
ity and, above all, the independence of the working 
class and its political expression be preserved; the 
most vital task of all is the awakening of the work- 
ing class to independent political class awareness. 
The New Deal, on the contrary, has succeeded in 
destroying the germs of independent political class 
consciousness and in tying the great majority of 
workingmen to the Democratic Party, an essential- 
ly bourgeois political organization. Independent 
labor political action which was a factor to be reck- 
oned with, even in 1924, the period of capitalist 
prosperity, is now almost non-existent. The great 
crisis has passed with capitalist reformism definite- 
ly triumphant. This, whether we like it or not, is 
the political banner of the New Deal. 

Nominally, the Socialist Party is still in being 
and may even designate a candidate for President, 
but it would be idle to conceal from ourselves the 
fact that the Socialist Party is anything but a de- 
clining sect whose future is mirrored in the history 
of its predecessor and, in a sense, its mother, the 
almost forgotten Socialist Labor Party. It had its 
beginning at the opening of the century when soci- 
alism was a growing world movement; a secular 
religion that threatened to displace Christianity in 
the West, and which even secured a foothold in 
Japan and India. The Socialist Labor Party under 
the doctrinaire and intolerant domination of De 
Leon was too brittle a vessel to carry socialism to 
the American masses, and the Socialist Party was 
fortunate in attracting to its banner a gifted orator 
and saintly personality like Debs who could rally 
men to the cause. Though the Socialist Party suf- 
fered its first great schismi before Debs passed 
away its decline has nevertheless been accelerated 
by its inability to attract a leader of his type. The 
philosophically minded will be tempted to conclude 
that this itself is no accident, and that American 
socialism is too moribund to produce vital leader- 
ship and, indeed, the decline of American social- 
ism, bound up as it is with the great issues now be- 
ing fought in the smoke of Europe’s battlefields 
and the fog of the North Sea, has a more profound 
cause than that of mistaken and incompetent lead- 
ership. 

The fortunes of American socialism cannot be 
detached from the fate of socialism in Europe, but 
it is unhappily a fact that American Socialists, 
like the American people in general, are divided on 
the importance and consequence of the conflict be- 
ing waged in Europe. Socialist pacifism is in some 
quarters stronger than socialist internationalism 
and, at any rate, there is no prospect, at least for 
the duration of the war, of a unified socialist move- 
ment. 

To what extent can the American Labor Party 
be reckoned as a factor in the coming campaign? 





17 





The A. L. P. was organized to secure labor sup- 
port for Roosevelt. It has been whispered, al- 
though not proved, that its organization was sug- 
gested by Farley to Sidney Hillman. As it turned 
out, Roosevelt could easily have been elected with- 
out the A. L. P., while on the other hand, the 
A. L. P. threatened to be something of a competi- 
tor to Tammany in New York City, and the lesson 
was not lost on Democratic politicians. In the 
1937 and subsequent municipal elections, they op- 
posed the A. L. P. and quietly allowed it to be torn 
by factional differences. There is even good rea- 
son to believe that Tammany officeholders and 
judges are deliberately favoring the communist, so- 
called progressive wing against the right wing in 
the fight now being carried on in New York, so as 
more effectively to disrupt the Party. The A. L. P. 
never had the backing of any but a minority of the 
A. F. of L. unions in New York. The C. I. O. 
unions for the most part officially supported the 
A. L. P., but official endorsement is one thing, and 
the vote of workingmen and their sympathizers yet 
another. In any event, the A. L. P. at no time had 
a national organization and there is no prospect of 
its securing nation-wide support. Indeed, it never 
demonstrated any strength outside of the City of 
New York and an analysis of its voting strength . 
and membership will show that in the city it was at 
no time really representative of American Labor. 
Candor compels the admission that its support 
came very largely from Jewish workingmen and 
middle class elements, such as teachers, doctors and 
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lawyers who always voted for socialist or liberal 
candidates. Until the fateful August 23, 1939 it 
was also encouraged by the communists who ex- 
pected to use it as a vehicle for communist propa- 
ganda. Although it will very likely survive the 
factional fight with the communists, the A. L. P. 
holds out little hope of playing a role of any signi- 
ficance in the coming presidential elections. 

More representative of American labor than the 
Socialist Party or the A. L. P., are the C. I. O. and 
A. F. of L. The former probably reached the 
peak of its strength a few years ago, and is now in 
the critical period of holding on to its gains and 
maintaining its internal cohesion. The chief dan- 
ger that threatens it is not so much proselytism on 
the part of the A. F. of L. or opposition from em- 
ployers, as internal disruption caused by a falling 
out of its chiefs. John L. Lewis is undoubtedly a 
dynamic leader of outstanding eminence, but it is 
questionable whether he is possessed of the moder- 
ating temper and skill that made Samuel Gompers, 
until his death, the undisputed head of the A. F. 
of L. Gompers, a Jew, succeeded by his moral 
authority in rallying the support of Irish chieftains. 
His own union, the Cigar Makers, was only a les- 
ser unit within the A. F. of L. The authority of 
Lewis, however, is derived largely from his control 
of the largest unit within the C. I. O., the United 
Mine Workers of America. 

As between the A. F. of L. and C. I. O. the 
Roosevelt Administration has, in general, tried to 
be impartial. Yet it was inevitable that its policies, 
designed as they were to foster the growth of 
unionism particularly among the non-skilled and 
semi-skilled, would assist in the organization of the 
C. I. O., while having no substantial effect on the 
membership of a union of crafts like the A. F. 
of L. Until quite recently the C. I. O. showed its 
gratitude for the help given it by the Administra- 
tion, and unqualifiedly supported the New Deal. 
In fact its support has at times been so pronounced 
as to prove something of an embarrassment to con- 
servative Democrats. A few months ago, however, 
John L. Lewis unexpectedly delivered himself of a 
blast against a third term for Roosevelt and sharp- 
ly criticized the Administration. Does this por- 
tend labor opposition to Roosevelt if he should 
seek a third term, or to the Democratic nominee ? 

It is the opinion of the writer that John L. 
Lewis’ criticism of the New Deal Administration is 
quite unrepresentative of American labor, even of 
the C. I. O. or of Lewis’ own union, the Mine 
Workers. Workingmen are not so soon forgetful 
that the New Deal has done more to promote the 
unionization of labor than has any other adminis- 
tration in history, and that, besides, no other body 
of governing officials has ever exhibited greater 
generosity in the distribution of relief. American 
labor is not ungrateful, and it is worthy of note 
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that while Chief Lewis forecast a miserable defeat 
for Roosevelt if he should seek a third term, the 
United Mine Workers went on record as favoring 
another term for the President. 

Was Lewis influenced by the communist turn 
against the President? Outward appearances and 
chronology favor such a suggestion, yet it runs 
counter to what we know of the C. I. O. chief's 
shrewdness and his past. Many of the C. I. O. 
organizers and officials are communist party mem- 
bers or communist dominated, and undoubtedly the 
C. I. O. and Lewis owe much to the activity of the 
communists, but Lewis knows very well that the 
communists are and always have been hated by 
Americans generally and this applies to the work; 
ing class as well. Lewis has no scruples, and why 
should he, against using the communists, but it is 
pretty certain that he will not let himself be used 
by them. A more likely explanation of Lewis’ re- 
cent tactics is, that ambitious and aggressive as he 
is, he wants to assert himself and proclaim his own 
independence and freedom of action even as 
against the New Deal. In effect, he is announcing 
that it would be wrong for the Democratic Party 
and Mr. Roosevelt to take C. I. O. support for 
granted. If they want C. I. O. favor in the com- 
ing campaign, they must show good works. 

The Lewis policy marks something of a return 
to the Sam Gompers tactic of holding labor sup- 
port in suspense until the election, and then throw- 
ing it to the one side or the other, rewarding one’s 
friends and punishing one’s enemies; only, in the 
Lewis case it seems less the result of a thought out 
and consistent program of labor action (or inac- 
tion as its critics would charge) as it is a conse- 
quence of personal ambition and perhaps even of 
pique. The plain fact is that Roosevelt’s popular- 
ity in the ranks of labor is in no measure dependent 
on Lewis’ endorsement. If the President should 
run for a third term, the rank and file of the 
C. I. O. would vote for him, and that irrespective 
of what pronouncement is made by John L. Lewis. 
Furthermore, it is only fair to assume that both 
Roosevelt and his advisers are well aware of his 
popularity among the masses. 

There are indications that John L. Lewis has 
dangerously suffered his native aggressiveness and 
domineering impulse to carry him farther than a 
shrewd and capable leader might care to go. He 
seems to think he can use communist stooge organ- 
izations, such as the American Youth Congress 
and the American Negro Congress, plus a medley 
of crackpot Townsendite and “liberal agricultural”’ 
leagues to win for himself a position of independ- 
ence as a potential third party rival, but he cannot 
continue much further along this path without 
bringing himself into conflict with Mr. Sidney 
Hillman and his Amalgamated Clothing Workers 
and with the great body of American labor. In- 
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deed, it is not unlikely that he has already gone too 
far, and that a rupture within the C. I. O. is now 
inevitable. 

Mr. William Green, not as dramatic a figure as 
his C. I. O. rival, and seemingly not as much bur- 
dened with his own sense of self-importance, has 
been silent on his views as to a third term for the 
President. As an organization, the A. F. of L. has 
not benefited nearly as much as has the C. I. O. 
from the New Deal policies. Though this is not 
altogether the result of deliberate intent on the 
part of the Administration the charge is not un- 
founded that some of the New Deal officeholders 
have used their position to discriminate against the 
A. F. of L. Yet, by and large, the rank and file of 
the A. F. of L. favor Roosevelt and will vote for 
him again or for his designee. 


On the whole, there is little likelihood of either 
the C. I. O. or A. F. of L., or a combination of 
them, engaging in independent political action in 
the coming campaign. Such a possibility at present 
seems conceivable only in the event the Democrats 
nominate a reactionary, say, Garner, and the Re- 
publican candidate is equally illiberal. However, 
all signs point to Roosevelt’s dominating the forth- 
coming Democratic national convention. He has 
cleverly refrained from announcing his own pur- 
poses while at the same time exploiting his power 
and prestige to secure the election of delegates 
committed to do his bidding. Had he definitely 
announced his refusal to run for a third term, he 
would have been instantly out of the picture, and 
lost all control of the convention. As it is he will 
be in the position either of obtaining his own re- 
nomination if he should want a third term (though 
the writer is of the opinion that he will finally re- 
fuse the nomination) or, in effect of designating his 
successor. His designee will, of course, be a liberal, 
or what passes as such, committed to continue the 
New Deal policies, and will be favored by labor, 
both C. I. O. and A. F. of L. 

Summing up, there is extremely slight possibility 
of labor playing an important, independent role in 
the next presidential campaign. The Democratic 
nominee, whoever he is, will-most likely receive the 
blessing, except for a few communist dominated 
unions, of both C. I. O. and the A. F. of L. The 
old Gompers policy, the historic policy of Amer- 
ican labor—that of rewarding one’s friends and 
punishing one’s enemies without putting up an in- 
dependent labor ticket—will be continued in 1940. 
The Socialist Party through its own obtuseness, but 
largely on account of factors over which it has no 
control, has become a sect and is out of contact 


with American labor. An American labor party, - 


the rainbow which socialists dimly conscious of 
their own impotence have chased, is still far off. 
This report may not make pleasant reading, but 
then the truth is not always encouraging. 
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Seder Service — Palestinian Version 


by Shulamith Schwartz. 


Labor settlements in Palestine evolve a new and 
rich Passover ceremonial expressive of national 
aspirations and their agricultural pursuits. 





VEN THE curt Associated Press cables a few 

weeks ago pointed out that the banners car- 
ried in the Palestinian protest demonstrations 
against the new land restrictions all bore Biblical 
quotations. For those who know Jewish Pales- 
tine there is nothing surprising in the fact that the 
plasterers’ and waiters’ unions, the Palestine Sym- 
phorty Orchestra, the bus cooperatives, the League 
of Werking Mothers, the Labor Athletic groups, 
and all the other marchers turned to the Bible for 
appropriate expression of today’s sentiments. The 
Bible is in the air this so predominantly secular- 
minded community breathes. Always the link with 
Palestine, always a sort of literary substitute for 
the missing earth, the Bible has been given new life 
by the modern resettlement of the country. Living 
in the same geographical, climatic, and, in some 
respects, political conditions as those the Bible 
reflects, has telescoped the centuries and given 
the old words an oddly current significance. Sen- 
tences that for centuries were merely so many 
staid and respected accumulations of words leap 
out of the page at you now and seem to be part 
of the editorial in this morning’s paper. What 
could be more topical than the recurrent prophetic 
themes of the gathering of exiles from the four 
corners of the earth, brought back home some- 
times against their own will; the conversion of 
desolate land into blossoming gardens; the finding 
of water in dry land; the planting on rocky 
mountains of trees that “will bear fruit for my 
people Israel.” 


One might easily say that, in general, tradition 
seems to be taking the place in Palestine that it 
occupies in any normal group. It is not only the 
Bible that has suddenly become so close and mean- 
ingful. Words, beliefs and practices that were 
for centuries essentially a carefully guarded re- 
pository of memories and hopes, now have so 
much vitality, so clear and accepted a relation to 
the present, that changes are made in them in a 
very natural manner and without impairing their 
essential values. They are just as eagerly awaited 
and happy pauses in the working year as they 
once were in Eastern European towns and cities, 
but, by and large, the emphasis has shifted in 
practically every case, from the liturgical and 
ceremonial aspects of the occasion to the historical 
and the agricultural and seasonal. Thus Passover 
—to take the example nearest at hand—is quite 


as much the “Spring Festival’? as it is a com- 
memoration and prophecy of national redemption. 
It is no accident that most villages and many urban 
groups compose their own Haggada each year 
retaining the most striking passages and best be- 
loved songs and psalms in the traditional service 
but adding material that reflects the forces which 
are shaping modern Palestinian life. It would be 
hard to find more interesting evidence of the cre- 
ative acceptance of Jewish tradition than that of- 
fered by those Haggadahs read at crude but fes- 
tive Seder tables throughout the country. 


A recent Givat Brenner Haggada is a perfect 
case in point. It includes, as most of them do, 
those noble passages on “the bread of affliction” 
we eat now as slaves but “next year. . . as free 
men’’; on the duty incumbent upon each individual 
to realize that, historically speaking, he, too, was 
delivered out of Egyptian bondage; on the divine 
promise which enables our ancestors and us to 
survive “for not only one hath risen against us 
to annihilate us, but in every generation hath an 
adversary risen against us to destroy us.” It in- 
cludes also the psalm on Israel’s marching forth 
from Egypt and the Lord’s returning “the cap- 
tivity of Zion”, and it ends with the inimitable 
“Chad Gadya”, but it leaves out much of the tra- 
ditional text and makes its own little anthology 
of appropriate and illustrious poems culled out of 
ancient and modern Hebrew literature. Carrying 
out the agricultural motive, Rachel’s twentieth 
century ‘“‘Aftergrowth’” jostles the “Song of 
Songs” 
Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come 

away, 

For lo, the winter is past, 

The rain is over and gone; 

The flowers appear on the earth; 

The time of singing is come, 

And the voice of the turtle dove is heard 
in our land... 


Centuries apart, there are two tender and lovely 
pronouncements on the return to Zion: Jeremiah’s 
voice of Rachel weeping for her children who are 
not, and Judah Halevi’s famous “My heart is in 
the East and I at the end of the West’ poem. 
And on the way between Judah Halevi and ‘Chad 
Gadya” comes a long prose passage beginning: 
‘‘And these are the words of the scroll of our tenth 
year”, which in nobly archaic language recites a 
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very modern tale, the story of the international 
and Palestinian scene summed up by a disillusioned 
but heroic generation. Non-intervention, starting 
with Ethiopia, was responsible for the tragedy of 
Spain, Austria, Palestine, for “when the wicked 
saw that there was no retribution after he had 
removed the borders of the Ethiopian people and 
taken unto himself the inheritance of an ancient 
folk, his pride waved exceeding great.’’ And so 
Israel’s oppression was multiplied, his staff of 
bread was broken, and he was cast into prison cells. 
“And he lifted his eyes to the mountains of Zion, 
but that mighty Kingdom which ruleth over many 
nations .. . left the gate only partly open and was 
powerless to overcome tiny bands ... Yet we, a 
handful returned from exile, have held our ground 
against our enemies, have even burst our bounda- 
ries and pitched out tents in the far north and the 
far south of the land. And so on this eve of the 
festival of freedom we send out blessing to our 
brothers who are conquering the wilderness with 
labor and blood, from those who guard the north- 
ern border at Hanita to those who are digging 
wells in the dry southland.” 

An Ain-Harod Haggada, also written before 
the end of the riots, is even more ambitious. Be- 
ginning with a plea reminiscent of the traditional 
memorial prayers—to remember “those who are 
far and lonely and defenseless, every solitary 
comrade, every exposed and tiny settlement,”’—it 
goes on to give elaborate directions for a ceremony 
only briefly alluded to in the Givat Brenner Hag- 
gada. Now that there are once more sheaves of 
grain to be waved, the brief injunction in Leviticus 
to bring the Omer, “‘a sheaf of the wave offering,” 
on Passover has evolved into a new and lovely 
ceremony practiced in varying forms in many 
villages. The directions in the Ain-Harod Hag- 
gada are very explicit. On the eve of Passover 
all work is to stop at four in the afternoon. At 
five a bell rings and a double procession is formed. 
Marching from their schoolhouse, the children 
pass between the two rows singing: 

In Sharon and in Galilee 

The fields and gardens grow, 

And there is song upon the lips 

Of those who plant and sow. 
The smaller, pre-school children joint the proces- 
sion and a new song follows: 

Trust in the seed that you have sown, 

Know the tree you planted shall not die! 
The whole public in answer chants a verse out of 
Deuteronomy, “Today you shall cross over into a 
new land,” and then sings the Psalm of the return- 
ed captivity of Zion, and finally that very modern 
song 

We have come to the land to build, 

To build and to be rebuilt. 
Adults and children together go down to the field 
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of new grain where the first sheaf, or “Omer”, 
is to be reaped. Scythes and pitchforks are wield- 
ed, and meantime those who are watching sing a 
song with words by Moshe, Ain-Harod’s own poet, 
a young boy born and brought up there. It has 
strangely traditional overtones: 

‘“Has the sun gone down?” the reaper asks 

“It has, it has,” the people say. 

‘And shall I reap—and with this scythe ?” 

‘Yes, yes!” the people say. 
To the music of the flute the little girls dance, 
and then the children heap up the grain they have 
reaped while songs of reaping and binding are 
sung. Each child is given a sheaf to carry and 
wave—that far-off “wave offering to the Lord” 
out of Leviticus—and all return to the communal 
dining room. The children march around the 
room and present the sheaves to the adults who 
in unison and thrice over repeat a hope for a year 
of abundant new grain crops. 

That mixture of very old—and yet entirely 
recast—agricultural ritual and very new pioneer- 
ing characterizes the rest of the Haggada as well. 
At the seder itself, most of the passages of the 
traditional Haggada read at Givat Brenner are in- 
cluded. In addition, there are “four questions,”’ 
but four questions never asked before at Passover: 

‘Why is so much blood shed in our world 
today?” 

‘‘Why must Jews be persecuted 
everywhere?” 

‘‘When will they return at last to their land?” 

‘‘When will all the land bloom as a garden?” 

Then come passages from the Bible elsewhere 
dealing with the first redemption and Moses’ re- 
building of the nation—the psychological as well 
as the physical redemption, that is. God speaks to 
Moses out of the burning bush, and centuries later, 
in David Frishman’s words, He asks Moses: “‘Do 
you know how to form a people? Take those who 
toil and are broken and weary, all those that groan 
and are afflicted and have nothing but deep-feeling 
hearts. They will not understand you when you 
tell them that they are enslaved and wretched, but 
against their will you will open their eyes and re- 
deem them. And you will turn worms into men, 
men into a nation, sand into a country.” 

Moses standing on Mount Nebo, Bialik describ- 
ing the “Dead of the Wilderness,” Isaiah pro- 
phesying the second redemption, follow each other 
around the village Seder table, until finally the 
high seriousness of: ‘‘And it shall come to pass at 
the end of days” gives way to the strong, tradi- 
tional rhythms of “Chad Gadya,” the one only kid 
linking the stubborn, persistent ghetto ancestors 
with the new fields of Emek-Jezreel. 
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The Jews and the Polish Government 


Rhys J. Davies, Labor member of Parliament, analyzes 


the composition of the present Polish government. 


The 


presence of anti-Semites in the exiled government raises 
doubts concerning its future policies toward the Jews. 


by Rhys J. Davies, M. P. 





HEN M. WLADYSLAW RACZKIEWICZ 
assumed the office of the President of the 
Polish Republic on September 30, 1939, a period 
of a rather turbulent character in the history of 
Poland came to an end and an entirely new epoch, 
so we were told, was inaugurated. As a first step, 
a cabinet was appointed in which all shades of 
Polish political thought were to be represented in a 
government of “National Unity and Defense.” 
We all know that the task of the present 
Polish government in exile is tremendous. It 
has to direct the present war to a successful end, it 
must look after the interests of its nationals 
abroad, and above all, it must safeguard itself 
against a repetition of those many mistakes which 
its predecessors committed. The government of 
“strong men” under Marshall Smigly-Rydz, and 
especially Colonel Beck, in its attempt to imitate 
the totalitarian states, proved a failure and its 
ultimate collapse should serve as a warning to 
the present government of Poland. 


It is to be hoped that the government will, by 
energetic action on its part, dispel all possible 
doubts as to the political structure of reconstituted 
Poland. The manifesto issued by the Polish lead- 
ers to the people of Poland on December 18, 1939, 
was the first step in that direction. ‘Poland,’ 
it declared, “‘will be a democratic state; the liberty 
of the individual and civic rights will be safe- 
guarded. The government will be responsible to 
and controlled by a free, elected national repre- 
sentation.”” And the President, in his broadcast 
on November 30, 1939, said: ‘Measures will 
be taken to enable all citizens who inhabit Polish 
lands to live together in harmony regardless of 
religion and race.” 

This declaration was particularly important be- 
cause it touched a problem that Poland had never 
been able to solve in a satisfactory manner. With 
a Jewish population of 3,300,000, second in mag- 
nitude only to that of the United States, Poland 
has always had her “Jewish problem.” But the 
preceding government tried to deal with this 
question in a way that proved to be not only peri- 
lous but also one of the contributing causes of the 
ultimate downfall of the Polish state itself. There 
can be no doubt that in our present world order, 
economic as well as social problems are bound 
to arise, but these can, and must, be solved in a 


manner that is befitting to a civilized nation for 
whom to-day the Allies are shedding their blood. 
That must be done in a spirit which will eventually 
enable different people, irrespective of creed and 
religion, to live together side by side under one 
rule. The solution suggested by the Gazeta War- 
szawska of April 19, 1935, that ‘““Germany’s suc- 
cess teaches us in Poland to adopt the same policy, 
which will force the Jews to organize their own 
mass emigration,” was tantamount to preparing 
these people for a death they could not die; and 
the method by which this was to be achieved— 
“only by making the Jews realize, once and for 
all, that there will be no stopping until not a single 
Jew is left in Poland”—was certainly tried out. 
It is precisely this method which the new govern- 
ment of Poland will have to combat. 


The declared war aims of Poland, for which 
she is fighting today together with the British and 
French, is the establishment of a free Poland in 
a free Europe; but without complete freedom for 
the Jews there can never be a free Europe, and 
the battle would only partially have been won. It 
may be worthwhile to recall here the position of 
the Jews in the Polish Republic until the outbreak 
of war. The government declared that it never 
did encourage but actually repressed any violent 
attacks on the Jews. “The truth is,” wrote Mr. 
Lloyd George, “that if not the Central Govern- 
ment, at any rate the local authorities, do tolerate, 
if they do not incite, Jew-baiting in varying de- 
grees of violence.” And writing in the Daily 
Herald in Novembet, 1937, the correspondent 
stated: “Alongside the drive for their forced emi- 
gration, the Jews of Poland . . . have been under- 
going an unceasing physical terror, as cruel as 
any in their long, tragic history of anti-Jewish 
persecution. . . . Hundreds of pogroms, large and 
small, have taken place during the past two and 
a half years. . . . Since May, 1935, more than 
150 Jews have been killed and thousands in- 
jured in Jew-baiting attacks.” 


All this, we are now being told, belongs to the 
past, and we must, of course, believe it, hoping 
for the best at the same time. The leaders of the 
new Polish Government will, we feel sure, remem- 
ber that this anti-Semitic policy of the former 
ministers in Warsaw proved to be the Trojan 
Horse within their own walls. It seems as if the 
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Poles were then too busy trying to separate Jewish 
and non-Jewish students at their universities to 
devote sufficient time to the more vital and pressing 
questions of the day. Up to the very last, acts of 
racial discrimination appeared to the old regime 
by far more important than concentration on na- 
tional defense work. 

However, we must now adopt the policy of 
letting bygones be bygones; and in that connec- 
tion the following declaration of the Polish Gov- 
ernment is particularly encouraging: ‘Her minor- 
ities which, together with the Polish people, took 
part in the struggle and remained faithful to the 
state, will be assured justice, free national and 
cultural development, and due legal protection.” 
As far as the fighting for the defense of their 
country is concerned, the Poles certainly have 
nothing to complain about the attitude of Polish 
Jews. Their loyal spirit and readiness to co- 
operate in the face of German aggression moved 
even sworn anti-Semites like M. Prystor to words 
of praise and admiration. General Mond, said 
to be the only Jewish general, was killed leading 
a bayonet charge in front of Krakow, and met a 
more honorable end than did some of the Polish 


General Staff. 


This splendid record of Jewish loyalty certain- 
ly deserves more than mere praise; it calls for 
legal protection and an equal status for the Jews 
in the new Poland. It is, therefore, all the more 
surprising and regrettable to find anti-Semitic re- 
ferences in the official Polish organ, the Glos 
Polski, published in Paris. The tone of these 
articles is reminiscent of the heyday of the Endek 
papers in Poland. Jews are invariably referred 
to as “screaming and bawling Jews” or “bearded 
Israelites.” In a novel about the Polish war, pub- 
lished in the same paper, Jews are all painted in 
the darkest colors possible. It is strange to see 
that the editor of this paper, a well-known anti- 
Semite and former editor of the notorious anti- 
Jewish paper Wieczor Warszawski, should again 
have been given an official position of such im- 
portance at the present time. 

Who, then, are the men called upon to shape 
the future destiny of the Jews in Poland? At the 
head of the government stands the President, M. 
Raczkiewicz, a lawyer and former president of 
the Senate. He was never credited with being a 
supporter of anti-Jewish legislation, especially the 
anti-Shehita law in Poland; and as Governor of 
Pomorze he is known to have suppressed anti- 
Semitic riots which had been particularly violent 
there. Both the Prime Minister, General Sikorski, 
and his Foreign Minister, M. Zaleski, are men of 
strong democratic leanings. The latter especially 
has a fine record. ‘‘There is, so far as I am con- 
cerned, neither Jew nor Pole but Polish citizens 
enjoying equal rights,” he declared in an interview 
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with the Jewish Telegraphic Agency. But if all 
shades of political opinion are to be represented in 
this government, the claims of the anti-Semites 
certainly have not been left out of account. There 
is, first of all, Vice President M. Stanislaw Stron- 
ski, an outspoken opponent of the Jews and a lead- 
ing member of the famous Endek Party, the Na- 
tional Democratic Party, who, for many years, 
was their mouthpiece in parliament. Nor can the 
past of the Minister of Finance be considered very 
inspiring. M. Koc was responsible for the anti- 
Semitic policy of the OZON, the government’s 
National Unity Camp, and he, therefore, more 
than any one else influenced the government’s 
disastrous attitude towards the Jews. The most 
doubtful member of the present government, how- 
ever, is General Haller whose record as the in- 
stigator of numerous pogroms in Poland in 1920 
and 1921 is too well-known to need repetition 
here. It is thus hardly surprising to find M. Liber- 
man, a Jew, and a Socialist, refusing to accept a 
post in a government in which members of the 
former Endek Party have again been made min- 
isters. 

M. Liberman has, however, as a Socialist, con- 
sented to become a member of the Rada Naro- 
dowa, the Polish National Council, which is to 
act as a sort of parliament for the duration of the 
exile. The composition of this council again af- 
fords interesting analysis. Although another Jew, 
M. Schwartzbart, has now been added as repre- 
sentative of the Jews, two other outstanding anti- 
Semites, General Zeligowski and M. Mackiewicz, 
have also been included in the National Council, 
as if to counterbalance the effect. It ought to be 
stressed here that the Allies are not fighting to re- 
establish a Poland with her old structure, and the 
Polish Government, in its declarations, seems to be 
well aware of that fact. We are, therefore, in- 
clined to ask why the new government does not 
take steps, once and for all, to allay the suspicion 
of the possible repetition of errors committed in 
the past; and, if the government attaches any 
meaning to its promises and no longer makes any 
distinction of race or creed of Polish citizens then 
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it should take all appropriate measures with that 
end in view. 

It is not certain that this power has, so far, been 
used to the best possible advantage during the four 
month of the existence of the present government. 
Twice, on October 30 and December 5, 1939, 
news of anti-Semitic feelings in the Polish Legion 
were reported. On the second occasion some fifty 
Jews were said to have been maltreated and taken 
to a hospital. These reports may be exaggerated 
and were, of course, denied by the Polish High 
Command, but they are sufficient to cast a con- 
tinuous veil of suspicion of good faith. In spite 
of that, the Jews once again responded splendidly 
to the call to arms of the Polish Army now being 
formed in France. American sources reported that 
Jewish volunteers formed 35% of those who 
joined the legion shortly after its formation. Al- 
together the Jews constitute about 10% of the 
Polish army at the present time and over 400 
Jews are being trained as officers. It is expected 
that there will be between 10,000 and 15,000 
Jews in the army by the time it is ready, which will 
probably be the end of March. Still more Jews 
are to be in the second army to be organized short- 
ly afterwards. It would not only be a gross in- 
justice if racial discrimination would prevail again 
in this army as it did in the old, but the sacrifices 
which are now going to be made would be futile 
and senseless if they were merely employed in 
building up a state full of intolerance. We be- 
lieve that in a civilized world the Jewish problem, 
like any other problem, can be solved in a spirit 
of understanding, and the sooner the Polish and 
all other leaders realize that neither persecution 
nor deportation leads to that end, the better it 
will be for all and for the Polish nation in par- 
ticular. 

Above all we ought never to forget that most 
of the Jews now fighting again for rebirth of their 
country had been forced to leave Poland either 
on account of their origin or because of the num- 
erus clausus. Therefore, it is all the more remark- 
able to find them once more in the ranks of the 
Polish army of liberation at a time when the fate 
of Poland commands the sympathy of all freedom- 
loving nations. Unfortunately, these sentiments 
with regard to the Jews do not seem to avail in 
spite of all the declarations quoted above. Often, 
in fact, these prove to be in contradiction with of- 
ficial and unofficial‘events. Thus the honors be- 
stowed on the founder of the Endek Party, Roman 
Dmowski, an uncompromising Jew-baiter, at a 
recent memorial service in the presence of Gen. 
Sikorski and other ministers, seem strangely in- 
consistent with the government’s declared policy. 
“All knew that the majority of cabinet ministers 
have Endek sympathies, but their recent talks of 
democracy led some to believe that they had turned 
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over a new leaf,” remarked the Jewish Chronicle 
on that occasion. 

We firmly believe, however, that the President’s 
words, “the rights and the liberties of the individ. 
ual will be safeguarded,” are no mere empty 
phrases for external consumption. But promises 
alone are not enough, since declarations and prom- 
ises can only too easily be waved aside or broken. 
Something more concrete, something more stable 
must be demanded to banish completely and finally 
the element of doubt. For there is one great 
danger: however sincere the present government 
may be and however faithfully it may carry out 
its promises toward the Jews, what guarantee is 
there that this present administration is going to 
remain in power once Poland has been restored? 
And what guarantee is there that succeeding gov- 
ernments will adhere to the promises given today? 

Therefore it is essential that both the Allies and 
Poland should make a declaration safeguarding 
the rights of the Jews in the reconstituted Poland, 
and an international body ought to be set up to 
watch with effective authority that their rights will 
be maintained. This would not only be a just re- 
ward for the suffering of the Jews but would at the 
same time abolish the Jewish problem in its most 
acute form and thus greatly contribute to an 
amelioration of the European atmosphere. The 
Great War of 1914-18 never really improved the 
lot of the Jews. The minority treaties in Poland, 
Rumania, Latvia and Lithuania and, in fact, in 
most countries with the exception of Czecho-Slo- 
vakia were disregarded and left unhonored. The 
position of the Jews remained unchanged and 
was made even worse in certain states where the 
new rulers only misused their power in attacking 
the Jews. 

Now is the time to state clearly the peace aims 
with regard to the Jews in order to improve their 
status and to better their conditions in Europe. 
The Jews’ peace aims are simple: they want to 
live once again as decent people among decent 
people, free, politically and economically. But in- 
ternational guarantees are vital if the Jews are to 
obtain and keep that status of equality in practice 
as well as in theory. 

Let us hope that out of this struggle the Jews, 
and above all, the Polish Jews shall emerge as a 
free people with unrestricted cultural and political 
and social liberties. Then their efforts and sacri- 
fices would not again prove futile and vain. But if 
a Polish Government is unable to provide the Jews 
in the new Poland with these liberties, the war 
aims of the Allies will never have been attained, 
for a free Europe can only be established if all 
people, irrespective of origin and creed, are given 
the right to live in an atmosphere of harmony and 
understanding. Then, out of this terrible tragedy, 
some good will result after all. 
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Hashomer Haitzair 





Replies 





“There is no one Zionist proletarian political party 
that has the monopoly over Socialist-Zionist thought. 
We all have one common goal—and that is expressed in 
the Histadruth. The roots of our Youth movement, 
however, are different. So are also the roads to our com- 
mon goal. No sophistry or legal quibbling can obscure 
these differences. It is therefore better that we make an 
attempt to understand each other, and not suppress 
minority opinion.” MEIR YAARI, 1927 


HLOMO GRODZENSKY’S “exposure” of 

Hashomer Hatzair in the last issue of the Jew- 
ish Frontier was so far from being Zionist-Socialist 
in its major premises that I was not surprised to 
learn that the article found favor in the eyes of 
Revisionists, was reprinted in the ‘‘American Jew- 
ish Chronicle” and hailed by them as a “masterly 
analysis of Left-Wing Zionism.” Satisfied as I 
am with the explanatory note of the Editorial 
Board, the fact still remains that the character of 
Grodzensky’s analysis is foreign to the basic con- 
cepts of Labor Zionism and is rather destructive 
in its character. The author of “Infantile Left- 
ism’’ set out to expose ‘“‘Hashomer Hatzair”’ in 
all phases of its activities, sparing nothing, its 
ideology, education and even the integrity of its 
leadership. Unfortunately human language is so 
constructed that while the “accuser” reaches his 
effect in but one work, the refutation of such ‘‘ac- 
cusations” and an honest reply to it must of neces- 
sity be more elaborate and detailed. The reader 
will therefore excuse us if not all the insinuations 
and “discoveries” concerning Hashomer Hatzair 
will be treated in full detail. 


The worst thing, however, is that the attack is 
camouflaged by the idea of protecting progressive 
Zionism, done in a manner which did not prevent 
the editors of the American Jewish Chronicle to 
fit it into their brand of “protecting’’ progressive 
Zionism. 

Fortunately, we still remember the period in 
Palestine, when Hashomer Hatzair in its struggle 
against the pact with Revisionism, urged upon the 
leaders of Mapai to join forces with progressive 
Zionism, only to merit Ben Gurion’s famous re- 
mark, that, ‘progressive Zionism exists only in the 
imagination and the articles of Hashomer Hat- 
zair’s magazine.” Just as in 1935, we feel our- 
selves qualified to ask Mapai-now, as we did then, 
whether peace pacts with Revisionism and the 
abandonment of the democratic principles in the 
Yishuv are really fostering progressive Zionism? 
We are also justified to ask whether Labor Zion- 
ists in America would not better fulfill their politi- 
cal task by protecting Zionism from its real 
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enemies of reaction and Revisionism instead of 
crusading against the imaginary danger of . . . 
Hashomer Hatzair? Indeed, this manner of 
“protecting” progressive Zionism is a signum- 
temporis. 

In the present article, however, I wish to avoid 
as much as possible the tabulation of the zig-zag 
political theories produced by Mapai, and to con- 
centrate instead on our position on the major is- 
sues, in view of the latest political development in 
the world, and deal specifically with the problems 
of unity between ourselves and Mapai in Palestine. 


‘ 


Our conception of Socialist Zionism. 


It is one of our basic conceptions that there is 
not only no contradiction between Socialism and 
Zionism but that one complements the other. In 
other words, we feel that a sincere Socialist who 
studies carefully the Jewish problem must of ne- 
cessity arrive at the Zionist solution. Likewise, a 
sincere and honest Zionist in discussing and search- 
ing for ways of Zionist realization in Palestine will 
inevitably have to accept many of the concepts 
akin to Socialism (i. e. National Funds, National 
Ownership of Lands, Collective Colonization, 
etc.) and arrive at an estimable appreciation of 
the achievements of Labor Palestine. Naturally, 
reality offers more complicated manifestations, but 
one thing is certain: a lesser degree of Socialism 
does not automatically produce a larger degree of 
Zionism, and vice versa. [Illustrations and exam- 
ples that corroborate this statement are not lack- 
ing. Thus for example the Kibbutz Hameuchad 
happens to be the Left-Wing of Mapai (with quite 
a number of Marxists among them), yet no one 
would venture to suggest that they are less Zionist 
and less devoted to Palestine than their Chaverim 
in the Moshav, who are considerably on the right 
of the same Party. Zionist groups are appreciated 
to the extent that they are able to synthesize their 
ideology with the growing reality of living Pales- 
tine. Throughout its history, Zionism thrived on 
real accomplishments and effective results of integ- 
rated Zionists-Socialists—Chalutzim. In any 
event it is rather astonishing, nay, even painful, to 
read an article by a member of the Poale-Zion 
Socialist Party, which sees a contradiction between 
Socialism (perhaps a certain trend in Socialism) 
and Zionism and attempts to introduce an a priori 
censorship of ideas which may or may not be 
“reconciled” with “progressive Zionism” ! 


S. Grodzensky deemed it necessary to begin 
his article with praise of Hashomer Hatzair for 
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its splendid achievements throughout the twenty- 
five years of its existence and for its good work in 
Palestine. The praise is not undeserved. But in 
order to point out the “dangerous”? paths upon 
which we tread, he does not bother himself at all 
with the heroic achievements of the Hashomer 
Hatzair Youth Movement in its relentléss strug- 
gle for Jewish survival throughout the Diaspora. 
He is so cocksure of his a priori theories that he 
pays very little heed to simple but conclusive facts, 
and like the stubborn professor whose theory con- 
tradicts the facts, he is ready to exclaim in indig- 
nation: “‘then let the facts suffer!” Paradoxical 
enough that, while Grodzensky stirred up the 
bogey of “unofficial Leninism”’ of Hashomer Hat- 
zair, the official “JTA” despatch of February 2, 
1940, from London, brought to us the heroic story 
of undaunted and stubborn Zionist activity of our 
members in Soviet-occupied areas as well as under 
Nazi rule. It was the youth of the Hashomer 
Hatzair, deeply rooted in the concepts of Chalutz 
Zionism, that raised the banner of Jewish national 
existence in the face of danger. Which youth was 
it that fought for the hegemony of the Chalutz 
Movement and the right to emigrate to Palestine 
even at this tragic moment? By way of answer 
let us quote the closing paragraph of a letter re- 
cently received from our Polish Chaverim: “The 
flag of the Movement which has wandered from 
Warsaw to Kovel is now in Vilna. ‘We shall give 
it to the local branch. Let it be a symbol that the 
spark is still glowing and that our spirit is un- 
broken. We are determined to keep aloft the 
banner of Chalutz bravery. Zionism lives on.” 
(We refer the reader to an article, “Zionism 
Under Soviet Russia,” in the English Zionist Re- 
view of January 25, 1940.) 


This untempered resistance was made possible 
only because of previous intensive Chalutz educa- 
tion throughout the past two decades in which our 
movement stood as a bulwark against red assimila- 
tion in post-war Poland. Driven underground in 
Nazi-occupied Poland as well as under Soviet rule 
our movement is still alive and functioning. Of 
this S. Grodzensky is either unmindful or delib- 
erately chose to ignore the fact. Is perhaps the 
story of our movement in this country a corrob- 
oration of Grodzensky’s alarming fears? Surely, 
he is not ignorant of the achievements of the 
American Hashomer Hatzair as founders of Ein 
Hashofet and Kfar Menachem, which are the 
sources of inspiration for American Zionism and 
are indeed the just proof of the possibility of a 
Chalutz Movement in America. Whence then 
the cause for alarm and hysteria? 


What really happened? 


The negotiations between Hashomer Hatzair 
and Mapai concerning unity, that began on the 
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“Cairo City” while our delegates returned from 
the Zionist Congress and continued in Tel Aviv 
afterwards, have failed to bring about the desired 
merger. The immediate result was an unwar- 
ranted attack on the Hashomer Hatzair and its 
ideology in Palestine and in the U. S. A., indicat- 
ing only the attitude which Mapai harbored tow- 
ards us all the time. The smooth words uttered 
occasionally during the negotiations were replaced 
by harsh recriminations and accusations, all in the 
name of unity. Strangely enough the very same 
people who offered to cement unity and demanded 
that we enter the party ‘“‘as we are,’ now turned 
around to expose our ideology as “unreconcilable 
with progressive Zionism.” 

Hashomer Hatzair, on the other hand, has al- 
ways taken a serious attitude to the problem of 
unity. Already in 1930, at a special council held 
in Mishmar Haemek, conditions of unity with 
Mapai were thoroughly outlined. Those condi- 
tions were as follows: (1) Aceptance of the prin- 
ciple of Class Struggle in theory and practice. (2) 
Irgun Meshutaf (Common Arabic-Jewish trade 
union activity). (3) Socialist concepts in party 
education. (4) Democratization of the Hista- 
druth institutions. (5) The right to independent 
relationship in the international Labor Movement. 
Another set of conditions for unity with any other 
Labor group, other than Mapai, was outlined to 
include: Participation in the W. Z. O., activity for 
National Funds, recognition of the Chalutz task 
in the working class of Palestine, colonization, 
recognition of the Kibbutz Movement and foster- 
ing its development and, finally, the recognition of 
the Hebrew language and the fostering of its 
culture. 


S. Grodzensky in his great alarm set out to 
interpret and explain the above conditions in his 
own original manner. Inadvertently, “class strug- 
gle” becomes “class war”, leading magically and 
irrevocably to the “dictatorship of the proletariat” 
in Palestine. Had Chaver Grodzensky, who is an 
ardent student of Hashomer Hatzair ideology, 
really wanted to explain it as it really is; namely, 
that class struggle in Palestine for us means oppo- 
sition to compulsory arbitration in disputes be- 
tween Labor and Capital, opposition to all pacts 
with Revisionists who are destroying the demo- 
cratic institutions of the Yishuv, a vigorous and 
militant trade unionism, etc., he would also know, 
that while the Kibbutz Artzi refused to join the 
Second or Third International on the ground of 
deep ideological differences and kept its position 
as an independent group, it established at the 
same time the principle of Zionist cooperation of 
all groups in the Jewish nation, interested in the 
upbuilding of Palestine, and even defined as the 
basic prerequisite for Socialism in Palestine the 
successful creation of a Jewish Homeland there. 
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It may seem lack of consistency to reject Social- 
Democratic Reformism and at the same time ac- 
cept the principles of Zionist cooperation in the 
Zionist Movement. But this is the very point 
which only dogmatically-minded people cannot 
understand. If it is true that Zionism is the 
means to normalize the Jewish anomaly, it must 
also be true, that as long as this anomaly exists, 
we will have to resort to different methods of 
political struggle than those ordinarily considered 
proper in the modern European states. Thus, 
when we spoke about “Class Struggle in Pales- 
tine,’ we referred to the concrete daily policy of 
the Palestinian Labor Movement concerning mat- 
ters such as compulsory arbitration, Arab-Jewish 
relations, the struggle against Revisionism, etc. 


Concerning the Arab problem, we only demand 
from the party that it agree to take steps to organ- 
ize Arab and Jewish labor without setting forth 
any organizational forms, and even without de- 
manding that the party shall agree to the slogan 
of bi-national socialist state. Still, we consider the 
manner in which Chaver Grodzensky speaks about 
a bi-national-socialist-state in Palestine is rather 
regretful coming from Socialist-Zionist circles. 

We refuse to be affliated with the Socialist- 
Democratic International. We have always been 
staunch opponents of Socialist reformism, and the 
recent developments in the world certainly have 
not furnished us with reasons for modifying our 
views. 

At the same time we were always opposed— 
and never affliated with—the Communist Inter- 
national, and were practically engaged in a perma- 
nent fight with it, not only against its anti-Zionist 
position but also against all the sins and errors it 
committed against the working class of the world. 
‘We always recoiled from the Machiavellian poli- 
tics of the Comintern and denounced the estrange- 
ment of the Soviet Union from the independent 
interests of the workers movement in all the coun- 
tries. Here in Palestine we felt all along the sting 
of the alliance between the Comintern agents and 
the Arab reaction. For the above reasons we 
opposed political Communism. We are not the 
‘court Jews’ of Soviet Russia. Our Homeland is 
Palestine and our vantage point towards Socialism 
is only here.” (Meir Yaari, “Davar,” January 3, 
1940) 

It has unfortunately become fashionable, even 
among Socialists of a certain kind, to create a 
bogey of “proletarian dictatorship” and present 
it as diametrically opposed to Democracy and the 
struggle for its preservation. This is usually done 
by connecting the concept of ‘‘proletarian dictator- 
ship” with the Communist Party. This, however, 
is altogether wrong. The concept is not a creation 
of Russian Communism but existed ever since 
Marx and Engels drafted a Socialist program. It 
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does not necessarily have to be linked up with all 
forms of degenerated bureaucracy and oppression 
associated with the Stalinist regime. The prin- 
ciple is based on the assumption that the Bour- 
geoisie will not willingly abandon its political and 
economic powers. German and Italian Fascism 
proved it. He who is willing to discern the dan- 
gers emanating from the degenerate dictatorship 
in Russia, must also be willing to register the fail- 
ure of democracy in Europe and the ensuing rise 
of Fascism. Only by preserving the full meaning 
of the basic Socialist concepts can we prepare the 
ground for the real struggle against Fascism. In 
the negotiations between Hashomer Hatzair and 
Mapai concerning unity our representative said 
that the “acceptance of the principle of proletarian 
dictatorship does not mean the acceptance of the 
practice of the Communist Party.” It is in place 
here to refer to the opinion of one of the leading 
figures of the Socialist International, the late 
Otto Bauer, who wrote as late as 1938, as follows: 

“Unlike doctrinaire Communism on the one 
hand and doctrinaire Democracy on the other, we 
do not consider the principles of Democracy and 
those of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat as 
irreconcilable contrasts.’ Zwischen Zwei Welt- 
kriegen, p. 206. 


This is not the place to enter into a more de- 
tailed theoretical discussion and examine the valid- 
ity of, Grodzensky’s “‘Anglo-Scandinavian formula 
of Socialism.” We may oppose it on Socialist 
theoretical grounds, but we would never question 
for this reason his Zionist sincerity. We demand 
the same rights for ourselves. 


Our stand on the Finnish Question. 


But no matter what the stand of Chaver Grod- 
zensky would be, we have a right to demand of 
him that he stick to his facts and not distort our 
ideological position in accordance with the needs of 
his attacks. The case of Finland is the best illus- 
tration of the ways and means used in order to 
“expose” our position. Chaver Grodzensky, who 
cannot deny that since December, 1939, we took a 
firm stand against the invasion of Finland, tries 
to convince the readers of the Jewish Frontier 
that in the January issue we made a complete 
turnabout on this problem. He even knows the 
“reason” for this: the article of J. Riftin in our 
Palestine magazine of November 16, which dis- 
cusses Soviet policy in the Baltic and Scandinavia. 
The abovementioned article of J. Riftin did not 
deal with the problem of the invasion of a country 
by Russia but with the situation which would arise 
as a result of an invasion of Russia through one of 
the Scandinavian countries. It stated very clearly: 
“No war between Russia and any Scandinavian 
country is actual today. However, supposing that 
such a war would come about, supposing that the 
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intervention would begin from the Western Front. 
After all, there already were in 1918-1919 armies 
in Archangel which were prepared to bring order 
into Russia.” In order to correct once and for all 
Chaver Grodzensky’s own attempt at correction, 
we would like to make it known that the article re- 
ferred to appeared two weeks before the actual in- 
vasion of Finland, and, far from being the official 
statement, was only one of the many views ex- 
pressed in free discussion. 

On the other hand, we would like to quote fur- 
ther from articles appearing after the invasion, 
both from Palestine and America. In our Pales- 
tinian weekly of December 21, 1939, in an article 
by Avraham Ben-Shalom, we find: “Lenin in his 
time gave up territories in order to save the revo- 
lution, while Stalin, on the other hand, gained 
territories, and who knows if thereby he did not 
endanger the revolution. In the final accounts, it 
will not help much that a number of areas in 
Poland and strategic positions in Esthonia and 
Finland are conquered, for they will not decide 
the fate of Russia and its security as much as 
would the actual help and solidarity of the world 
working class...” 

Again in the December issue of ‘“Hashomer 
Hatzair” in America we wrote: “And now Finland 
has become another link in the chain of effects 
ascribed to the Stalin-Hitler pact. Under the 
slogan of ‘world revolution’ Stalin will again try 
to justify the barbarous acts committed either by 
himself, or brought upon the world by Hitler, 
while the workers’ movement lies shattered.” 

In the January 3 issue of Davar, Meir Yaari 
wrote: “In the meantime the cards were laid out 
on the table, and the Finnish invasion took place. 
Soviet Russia thereby delivered herself a severe 
moral blow.”’? On what basis then did Grodzensky 
come out with the severe accusation that Ha- 
shomer Hatzair “justified” the brutal invasion of 
small peaceful countries? If one reads the edi- 
torial appearing in our January issue in America, 
as a whole, it becomes clear that the meaning and 
implication is: Certainly the invasion of Finland 
is inexcusable, and is a moral blow to Russia as 
well as to the workers’ movement. However, the 
labor movement must understand that while we 
criticize Russia because of her faults (which did 
not begin with Finland) we cannot permit the 
labor movement to lose its identity and to ally 
itself with those reactionary forces which have 
continually opposed Russia because of its achieve- 
ments (nationalization of the land and industry, 
planned economy, collectivization, etc.). It is our 
belief that despite Stalin’s despotical, bureaucratic 
and suicidal policy, these achievements (far from 
being socialism) could still be saved by an inde- 
pendent, militant policy of the labor movement. 
Despite the developments in Russia our firm faith 
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in Socialism remains unshaken and we will continue 
to fight against any form of defeatism in Socialism. 

Zionism to our mind is the all-embracing con- 
ception of a nation seeking its revival. In the 
ideological. climate of Zionism, all expressions of 
social, ethical, economic and political thought may 
exist. It is a renascence movement in which every 
part of Jewry can participate, provided they 
comply with the democratic, voluntary character 
of the Zionist Organization, and their activities 
foster the upbuilding of Palestine. No one can 
bring to bear an instance in which Hashomer 
Hatzair failed in its Zionist or Palestinian Chalutz 
task. Where is, then, the source of this flow- 
ing stream of accusations? The answer is quite 
simple. The outlook for world Socialism is quite 
a difficult one in these turbulent times. Opportun- 
ism reigns almost unchallenged! 

Hashomer Hatzair which knew how to with- 
stand in former years attacks from the same 
party-quarters against its chalutziuth as “‘incon- 
sistent with the Borochov-Marxist conception,” 
will today resist any so-called argumentations 
which are used in the “ght against independent 
socialist thought. In the renascence movement of 
the Jewish nation, Jewish youth will find its own 
path and will create the various forms for the 
free expression of its own thoughts. 





EDITORIAL NOTE: 


The American Jewish Chronicle has seen fit to reprint 
Shlomo Grodzensky’s article “Infantile Leftism—Zionist 
Version” which appeared in the JEWISH FRONTIER for 
March. This reprint the editor of the Chronicle prefaced 
by a statement that he reproduced it with “the kind per- 
mission of the managing editor Mr. Katz.” The editorial 
board wishes to make clear that it was unable to prevent 
republication because the JEWISH FRONTIER is not protected 
by copyright. The JEWIsH FRONTIER feels that a discus- 
sion of the various ideological differences existing between 
the branches of the Labor Zionist movement is stimulating 
and informative. However the editorial board need hardly 
state that it disassociates itself completely from any pur- 
poses for which the American Jewish Chronicle saw fit to 
use Mr. Grodzensky’s article. 
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Books 





BIALIK'S CHILDHOOD STORIES IN ENGLISH 


AFTERGROWTH AND OTHER STORIES, by Hayyim 
Nachman Bialik, translated from the Hebrew by \. M. 
Lask. The Jewish Publication Society of America, 
Philadelphia, 1939, 216 pages. 


ey THE POET was ever turning back to the fairy- 
land of his earliest childhood. It should not surprise 
us that Bialik the storyteller followed the same route. 
“Aftergrowth,” which forms the bulk of this new Bialik 
book in prose, is not to be thought of as biography. It is a 
peculiar commingling of memory, dream and the self-indul- 
gent exaggeration of an artist in a semi-humorous mood. 
Bialik’s father was never as harsh as the father in this story. 
The child Hayyim Nachman was not so helplessly intro- 
verted as the child described here. The poet in childhood 
had his mischievous side, and was not far from being a 
gang-leader. The little boy of the story may be said to 
present us with a picture of Bialik’s sensitive, browsing, 
wondering nature—Bialik’s secret self which he never out- 
rew. 

‘ No human being shared the child’s questionings and in- 
sights. “Everything that I saw and heard round about 
seemed like a dream to me, and my heart would swell with 
dumb astonishment, with fancies lacking name or form. 
The ticking of the grandfather clock, the shadow and stains 
on the wall, the silence of an empty room, the darkness 
under the bed, the slippers lying there, the fine motes in 
the sunbeams that slanted through the window, dust in the 
air—all these were mysterious, elemental secrets which 
called for examination. I strayed lost in their midst like 
any ant between blades of grass. These things also lived 
quietly like me, and my heart alone had some traffic with 
them. If anybody spoke to me, I heard him unhearing; 
asked anything, I would roll my eyes and keep quiet, My 
heart was always set elsewhere, whether on a stain on the 
wall or on a fly buzzing through the air.” On these and 
like wonders he meditated. Sometimes he ventured to ex- 
periment with one of the marvels of his universe—as often 
as not with disastrous results. Such was his attempt to get 
at his likeness in the mirror, with which he had long estab- 
lished communication. 

The Heder opens a world of new experiences to the 
child, rich with painful realities and delightful fantasies. 
Besides the Rebbi, there was an assistant who would teach 
the smaller pupils, and help fetch them to and from school. 
Often he would purloin their lunches. Of the ways of the 
Rebbi and the assistant we shall merely hint by quoting a 
few sentences. ‘The teacher thrashed with strap and fist 
and elbow and cane and anything else that served to give 
pain, while his assistant had a different nasty trick. If I 
did not answer properly, he would spread out and crook his 
five fingers towards me and begin clutching at my throat. 
At such times he seemed to me like a strange and savage 
beast, and the fear of death fell on me. I was afraid that 
he would scratch my eyes out with his dirty finger-nails. 
And because I was afraid I would lose my wits and forget 
all I had learned the day before.” 

In compensation he had the Hebrew letters and vowel- 
dots, which, with the aid of the traditional mnemonics, 
made up a well-stocked hunting-ground for his daydreams. 

“From the first day on which the assistant showed me the 
letters of the aleph-beth set out in rows, I saw leaping forth 
the measured ranks of soldiers like those who at times 
passed in front of our house, with their drummer, rattling 
tum tararum tum, at their head. The letters that most re- 





sembled this were the alephs, all arms swinging and legs 
striding, and the gimels with their boot moving off to the 
left, particularly when they had the &abutz vowel beneath 
them, its three dots like a ladder. These were real soldiers, 
armed head to foot. The alephs had their knapsacks on 
their backs and strode along bowed somewhat under their 
burden, proceeding to maneuvres, while the gimels stood 
foot out, all ready for the march. My eyes began to search 
the sides and flanks of the book. 


‘What are you looking for?’ asked the assistant. 

‘For the drummer,’ said I, my eyes searching.” 

“. . . Next day, when I went up again, the assistant 
showed me the form of an aleph and asked me: 

‘Can you see the yoke and pair of pails?’ 

‘That’s true, upon my soul; a yoke and a pair of pails!’ 

‘Well, that’s an aleph,’ testified the assistant. 

‘Well, that’s an aleph,’ I repeated after him. 

‘What's this?’ the assistant asked again. 

‘A yoke and a pair of pails,’ I replied, highly delighted 
that = Holy and Blest One had sent me such fine 
utensils.” 


The Reddi attributes the child’s absent-mindedness to the 
habit of thumb-sucking, and proceeds to cure him of this 
habit publicly and ceremoniously, by the application of 
pitch and pepper to the guilty member. 


The stories told by classmates in the twilight hour, when 
it is too dark to study and too light to turn on the kerosene 
lamp, offers a new source of enrichment for the child’s 
dreamland. Hearing of magicians who could draw milk 
from a blank wall, he examines the damp and mildewed 
walls of his home for a suitable spot, and finds one slight 
elevation, suggestive of a nipple. Tin cans and broken 
bottles are made ready to receive the expected fluid. Nor 
does the young magician forget a cork, wherewith to cork 
up the nipple between one milking and the next. After 
pronouncing the proper formulae, he takes up a nail and 
proceeds to bore a hole in the wall. How his father and 
mother will be glad when they discover this new source of 
income which he had thought up for them! ‘‘My heart 
leapt; just another moment, just another second, and out 
of the hole would gush a white, warmish stream, Aisss.. . 
And just at this point, when I was expecting results the 
next moment, a box on the ears leapt at me from behind. 

ae” you are, madman, and don’t knock holes in the 
wall! 


“It was father slapping. I could recognize it even in the 
darkness and with my eyes shut. His was a sharp, first 
class slap which suddenly flashed like lightning and then, 
almost casually, turned out to be round, sharp and smooth, 
burning and ringing. You caught the sound of it after- 
wards, when it was all over. Father was a real master at 
this craft, a slapping genius. He knew the secret of artistic 
economy; you might almost say that he was a slapper by 
Divine Grace. And why not? For forty years on end, 
ever since he first became a father, a man keeps slapping!” 


A particular misadventure in the heder, having its origin 
in the coincidence of a serpent-like noodle entangled in the 
Rebbi’s beard, at last causes the boy to be transferred to a 
new heder, more to his liking. It was a new heder and a 
new Rebbi. The heder is dipt in shrubbery on a hillside 
beyond the suburb of the town, and Rebbi Meir is an artis- 
tic soul who deals gently with his pupils and with his own 
hand carves for them all manner of playthings for the holi- 
days, such as bows and arrows for Lag B’Omer and Haman- 
beaters for Purim, and tangible appurtenances to their 
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studies, such as tiny models of the Tabernacle, the Ark of 
the Covenant and the Garments of the Highpriest. 

Some ten pages of ““Aftergrowth” constitute a fine study 
of an experience common to imaginative Jewish children 
subjected to the age-old heritage of learning. The scenes, 
occurrences and sayings of the Bible become inextricably 
entangled with their counterparts in the surrounding life. 
Peasants passing on the road become caravans of Ishmael- 
ites. A muddy village creek becomes the Rivers of Baby- 
lon with the willows on which the Israelites hung up their 
harps, weeping. A rain puddle, catching the sunset, be- 
comes the River Pishon, which surrounds the land of Havi- 
lah, where the pure gold is. The River Sambation, which 
casts up stones all week and rests on the Sabbath, of course, 
cannot be far off. Going home from /eder, the boy cleaves 
through the wilderness of Paran. The well of Miriam, the 
shrine of the idol Baal Peor whom the sons of Israel wor- 
shipped after they had given their hearts away to the 
daughters of Midian, “the top of Pisgah which looketh out 
over the desert,” King Pharaoh’s daughter, Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Deborah, Balaam’s ass, the jawbone of an ass wherewith 
Samson smote the Philistines—all are to be found in some 
form or other in the home village and its immediate vicin- 
ity. “There was never a thing in the Torah, a clear ex- 
ample or obvious sign of which could not be found in the 
suburb. Which borrowed from which? That question 
must be left to stand. Maybe the Holy and Blest One 
glanced at the Pentateuch and Rashi and created this suburb 
according to them. Or possibly it was the reverse; he 
looked at the suburb and its surroundings, and in accord- 
ance with them wrote the Pentateuch and Rashi.- And 
maybe they have been mingled together thus from the very 
beginning, so that neither one of them precedes the other.” 

Some of the emotion colored landscapes of “‘After- 
growth” rise to true poetry. A few of the book’s chapters 
actually served as raw timber for the construction of some 
of Bialik’s best poems. The vision of the elves, marching 
double file, given in the last chapter, was the basis of the 
jolly rhyme “The Elves,” which 1s all aglitter with moon- 
light, the twinkle of bright eyes, and the sparkle and tinkle 
of gold coins. The introductory chapter, obviously of later 
conception than the others, was the quarry whence was 
hewn one of Bialik’s noblest poetic gems—comparable only 
to Wordsworth’s “Ode on Intimations of Immortality” ; we 
refer to the poem beginning “One by one and all un- 
seen... ,” a few verses of which are given by the trans- 
lator, Mr. Lask, in his admirable introduction. Significant 
is the following paragraph in the same chapter: 

“It has been said very truly that man sees and grasps only 
once in his life, during his childhood. Those first sights, 
virgin as when first they left the Creator’s hands, are the 
embodiment of things, their very quintessence. What 
comes later is no more than a defective second edition. It 
is done after the fashion of the original, to be sure, and is 
faintly reminiscent of it, but it is not the same thing. I 
have found this to be true of myself. Whatever I have seen 
and deemed worthy of blessing in the skies above or on 
earth in the course of my life has been enjoyed only by 
virtue of that original, that primal seeing.” 

In conversations at table, Bialik revealed that the awe- 
some scene of the burning of the Temple in ‘“The Scroll of 
Fire” was fathered by the burning of a peasant hut which 
he witnessed as a child. The prototype of the sublime 
desert in ‘““The Dead of the Desert” was merely an empty 
lot which the poet in childhood used to pass by on his way 
home from heder. Thus, Bialik’s entire poetry is the ren- 
dering of childhood experiences with the mature art of the 
scholar and creator. 

Appended to “Aftergrowth” are two shorter stories. 
One is ‘““The Shamed Trumpet,” telling of a boyish dream 
of glory which is shattered against the doom which befalls 





a Jewish home and the exile of its members. The other is 

the good-humored “The Short Friday,” which narrates how 

through a twist of circumstances on the shortest Friday of 

the year, an ignorant innkeeper and a venerable Rabbi are 

— led to desecrate the Sabbath, mistaking it for a week. 
ay. 

Mr. Lask’s translation is simple, dignified and—within 
limits—faithful. We must not underestimate the difficul- 
ties which beset one who undertakes to translate Bialik. 
The concise Hebrew idiom often expresses in three or four 
words an idea for which the more liquid English requires 
eight or nine words. Add to that Bialik’s own craftsman. 
ship expended upon that idiom, and the touch of poetry 
which graces nearly everything that Bialik has written— 
whether it be an occasional rhyme on the hind leaf of a 
book or a personal letter or a bit of criticism—and adequate 
translation becomes nigh impossible. Sculpture in ancient 
rock must be repeated in unwieldy, melting tallow. Mak- 
ing allowances. for the hardships of all such labors, Mr. 
Lask’s accomplishment is a fine contribution to the growing 
body of Bialik’s writings rendered in English. Mr. Lask 
moves in the main road of English literary tradition, lean- 
ing a little to the classic side, which is all to the good in the 
translation of one like Bialik, whose artistic magic com- 
mands untold learning. ABRAHAM REGELSON 


HITLER SPEAKS 


THE VOICE OF DESTRUCTION by Hermann Rausch- 
ning. N. Y. G. P. Putman’s Sons. 303 p. $2.75. 


HE NAME of Rauschning was obscure even in Danzig 

formerly, nobody having guessed that a man who 
was known only for his interest in agricultural problems 
would play the important role which was his for a short 
time beginning with 1934 as president of the Senate of 
the Free City of Danzig. Now Rauschning is a well known 
member of the German Opposition. This he owes 
primarily to the circumstance that he is in a better posi- 
tion than the other German refugees to tell the inside 
story of Hitler and his crew. 


In his first book “The Revolution of Nihilism’’ Rausch- 
ning settled philosophical scores with National Socialism, 
without revealing the underlying reasons for his break 
with the Nazis. His new book “The Voice of Destruction” 
supplies what was previously missing by telling the inside 
story of Hitler’s ideas and plans. The author demon- 
strates for all the world to see the true dimensions of the 
Hitler menace to civilization. He feels obliged however, 
to explain why he waited until now to publish his warn- 
ing. His defense is signally weak, when he declares in 
his introduction that: ‘To have published these con- 
versations only six months ago, would have earned me 








First Complete Biography of Peretz in Any Language 


I. L. PERETZ 


Psychologist of Literature 


by A. A. ROBACK 


Nearly 500 Pages, Fully Illustrated, 
Beautifully Bound, Indexes, Charts 


The Ideal Gift! 


“An imperishable contribution to Jewish scholarship”— 
Bernard Postal 
“Chock-full of information”—Daily Forward 
“Written with authority, acumen, profoundness”— 
Morning Journal 
“Patiently, devotedly, Roback builds up three dimen- 
sional characterization”—Dr. Isaac Goldberg 
$2.50 Postage Included 


SCI-ART Publishers, Harvard Square, Cambridge, Mass. 




















JewisH FRONTIER | 











AE 


at 
def 
aro’ 
Rey 
my 
Soc 
to 
Rus 
moti 
rem 
Pea 
the 
all 
his 
seri 
poli 
me, 


bool 


Ir 
Hitl 
lead 
193: 
193: 
righ: 
part) 
had 
expe 
“old 
Gert 
emp: 
in h 
was 
empi 
plan 
there 
make 
all t 
natio 
every 

Hi 
even 
resen 
when 
positi 
decla 
As I 
Huss: 
and 1 
for tl 
tion. 
to tal 
my c 
fice.” 
propo 
in Mi 
tion 
whose 
hesita' 


Rat 
confirt 
situati 
pampl 
templ. 
Hitler 
an all 
card. 
But it 
literar 
Rausct 
merely 








OW 


are 
ek- 


hin 
ul- 
lik. 
our 
res 
an- 
try 
}— 
fa 
ate 
ent 


ing 


zig 
yho 
“ms 
ort 

of 
wn 
wes 
Osi- 


ide 








at that time an accusation of malicious invention and 















April, 1940 


defamation. Even hints which left the essential unspoken 
aroused surprise and suspicion. As the author of “The 
Revolution of Nihilism’ I was repeatedly criticized because 
my statements contradicted the clear statement of National 
Socialist aims in ‘Mein Kampf’, for example, with regard 
to an alliance between National Socialism and Soviet 
Russia. As long as National Socialism was seen as nothing 
more than a German nationalist movement aiming at the 
removal of some of the worst features of the Versailles 
Peace treaty, no one took seriously my frank revelation of 
the real aims of Hitler.” As a matter of fact practically 
all German emigres foresaw the role that Hitler and 
his movement would play. But whether he is taken 
seriously or not, anyone in a position to make important 
political revelations of such consequence, is, it seems to 
me, morally obliged to speak out. Today Rauschning’s 
book comes too late. , 


In his new book Rauschning recounts conversations with 
Hitler, Goebbels, Darre and other National Socialist 
leaders in which he participated or which he heard between 
1932 and 1934. In the first part Rauschning states that in 
1932, before Hitler seized power, and at a time when the 
tight sort of opposition might still have wrecked his 
party, he had already developed his foreign policy. He 
had determined on the one hand to drop his economic 
experts, Gottfried Feder and Lawaczek—he called them 
“old women’—and on the other hand he set up the 
German people as the ruling caste of an expanded 
empire. The destruction of the Slavs was anticipated 
in his plan for seizing power. A free hand in the East 
was his most important weapon in the creation of an 
empire of eighty to a hundred million Germans. This 
plan he voiced in his statement: ‘My first task will 
therefore be to create the nucleus which will not only 
make us invincible, but will assure to us once and for 
all time the decisive ascendancy over all the European 
nations. Once we have succeeded in this, we shall find 
everything else comparatively simple.” 


Hitler conceived of Austria as a part of this nucleus, 
even if only to compensate his personal, long standing 
resentment. He is a good student of Bismarck, however, 
when he desires the Bohemia-Moravia basin as a key 
position for the conquest of Europe and he frankly 
declares: “The Czechs must get out of central Europe. 
As long as they remain they will always be a center of 
Hussite-Bolshevik disintegration. Only when we are able 
and willing to achieve this shall I be prepared to answer 
for the blood-sacrifice of another young German genera- 
tion. But at this price I shall not hesitate for a moment 
to take the deaths of two or three million Germans on 
my conscience, fully aware of the heaviness of the sacri- 
fice.” In these statements of Hitler in 1932 the gigantic 
proportions of the debacle of the western democracies 
in Munich in September 1938 are manifest. By his occupa- 
tion of Czechoslovakia he seized the key position for 
whose conquest he was prepared to sacrifice without 
hesitation the lives of three million young Germans. 


Rauschning’s account of his talk with Hitler fully 
confirms what those acquainted with the Eastern European 
situation had always known and what a number of nazi 
pamphlets had already revealed: that Hitler’s plans con- 
templated an association with Russia. Rauschning quotes 
Hitler as saying: “Perhaps I shall not be able to avoid 
an alliance with Russia. I shall keep that as a trump 
card. Perhaps it will be the decisive gamble of my life. 
But it must not be made the subject of hole-and-corner 
literary gossip, nor played too soon.” According to 


Rauschning Hitler’s attacks on the “‘Bolshevist evil” were 
merely tactical measures; but that does not preclude the 
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possibility of an eventual attack on Russia “when my 
aims in the West have been achieved.” 

Poland hoped to save itself from being Germanized 
and destroyed by its alliance with Germany in 1934. 
This was a criminal and fatal error which cost Poland 
its existence. 

Hitler is a Slavophobe as well as an anti-Semite. He 
explains that both policies are required by Germany’s 
interests. He regards the Germans as being in danger 
of racial extinction through intermarriage with Slavs. 
“We have far too much Slav blood in our veins already.” 
Continuing later he says: “We are obliged to depopulate 
as part of our mission of preserving the German popula- 
tion . . . If you ask me what I mean by depopulation, 
I mean the removal of entire racial units.” This is what 
he is now actually doing both in Czechoslovakia and in 
Poland. 


Hitler regards the Jews “as a valuable hostage given 
to me by the democracies. Anti-Semitic propaganda in 
all countries is an almost indispensable medium for the 
extension of our political campaign. You shall see how 
little time we shall need in order to upset the ideas and 
the criteria of the whole world, simply and purely by 
attacking Judaism.” He calls the Jews his best assistants 
because they regularly side with the enemies of the 
status quo. On reading the Protocols of the Elders of 
Zion he says: “I saw at once that we must copy it—in 
our own way of course. Think of it—these people con- 
stantly on the move, and we with our new faith in un- 
ceasing activity, two groups so closely allied and yet so 
utterly dissimilar. It is in truth the critical battle for the 
fate of the world.” 

The sections quoted above are enough to show that 
whatever our attitude toward its author, Rauschning’s 
book contains valuable instruction for us in regard to the 
fatal conflict which has just begun. 

K. R. Gr.—GILBERT 


EXILES ON THE DANUBE 


ACROSS THE DARK RIVER, by Peter Mendelssohn, 
New York, 1940, Doubleday Doran, 339 pp. $2.50. 


THs IS the story of a group of Austrian Jews, pushed 

over the border to Czechoslovakia without passports, 
and from there in separate groups to Hungary, where they 
were rescued to a rotting old barge on the Danube, until 
they were eventually moved, some of them to Palestine and 
others to other countries overseas which were ready to offer 
them asylum. The group included an aristocrat who, like 
the author, was Jewish by virtue of a single ancestor several 
generations back, and a cobbler who was not Jewish at all 
but was declared to be one by the “Prussian” blackshirts 
because of his loyalty to Jews whom he liked as individuals. 
The others in the refugee group were Jews attached for a 
considerable time to the Village of Kittsee where they lived 
and where most of them were born. 

This novel is a political document. It attempts to be ef- 
fective by unemotional truth-telling, probably expecting the 
bare facts to be more impressive than indignant adjectives ; 
but also because simplicity and unelaborated truthfulness 
are clearly its author's creed. The result is a straightfor- 
ward report, dramatic in its restraint, balancing its inhibited 
account of the evil that was by poetic suggestions of the 
beauty that might have been. 

The nobleman in the story could have rescued himself 
from the plight of his fellow refugees by the aid of influ- 
ential relatives. A sense of loyalty to his comrades in mis- 
fortune prevented him from doing so. More than that, the 
novel clearly indicates that in the vital troubles of the out- 
casts he found something wherewith to fill his own empty 
life. It was this that made him so open to sympathy with 
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their obstinately surviving individual inclinations, some- 
times at variance even with his own lack of a positive atti- 
tude. Thus when the old rabbi of the group declares that 
his prayers are disturbed by the very presence of unbeliev- 
ers, the octoroon Jewish aristocrat is not offended but 
merely sorry and unable to remedy the offense of his un- 
belief. 

One may see in this an analogue of Peter Mendelssohn 
himself, as he reveals himself in this book. It is full of 
wordless sympathy and acceptance and readiness to under- 
stand the people of his story as they really are. But his 
ability to believe in them begins only at the moment of 
their disaster. He does not, and perhaps cannot, accept 
them before they become refugees, even as a stranger might 
accept and understand them. 


One can only accept and understand people with a strong 
sense of identity as a stranger to them if one is securely 
identified himself. The disowned European can only un- 
derstand Jews as the disowned. In this capacity he can ap- 
preciate and understand the unresisting obstinacy with 
which they accept their fall and survive it. It is the only 
role which circumstances allow him, also, however restless 
he may be in it. But, in the end, he cannot accept it be- 
cause it requires an historical attachment and a belief which 
he has not got. Therefore, the author creates the lay figure 
of the peasant-cobbler, the working man-farmer, the man 
whose interests are provincial, therefore earthy and real and 
not merely intellectual, and yet not national, therefore with- 
out frontiers. This is the son whom the disowned Euro- 
pean seeks, the promise which he hopes to foster and which 
will justify him. 

The Jews in the novel wander pliantly to new homes. 
The Austrian cobbler-peasant goes home over the frontier 
to vent his human rage and is killed “getting his own 
back.” The non-Aryan‘ aristocrat disappears mistily among 
the frontiers, waiting against the day when he will find new 
peasant-cobbler sons who will adopt him as their father 
and, out of their cold rage for revenge, restore Europe. 

With all our heart we wish him luck and hope for his 


success. 
BEN HALPERN 
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LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE 


The League for Labor Palestine is publishing a 
special Bulletin which will be mailed to all League 
members the first week in April. Chapter notes are 
therefore omitted from the JEWISH FRONTIER this 
month. 
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A COMMUNICATION 





Sirs:— 

You have performed a service to 
the cause of Palestine in making avail- 
able Rabbi Edward L. Israel’s eloquent 
and convincing discussion of the His- 
tadrut in your February issue. But I 
trust that you will recognize that this 
is but a beginning—a very good be- 

inning—in an arduous task that con- 

ronts us. 

I have long been depressed by the 
hostility toward the Jewish effort in 
Palestine which is so often latent in 
American liberal circles, both Jewish 
and non-Jewish. And the unfriendly 
attitude is all the more disturbing be- 
cause it is based on ignorance. The 
distaste for imperialism which is part 
of the liberal frame of mind is justified 
and healthy. But the undiscriminating 
assumption that every colonial venture 
is shot through with exploitation, with 
greed for profits and with lust for 
power must be dispelled, at least so 
far as Jewish Palestine is concerned. 

The facts must be presented and, in 
doing so, we must remember that facts 
may often cry out for interpretation 
but they never speak for themselves. 
We must make it evident that the im- 
perialist technique is no part of the 
process of building the Jewish Home- 
land. Natives are not driven from the 
land as in East Africa. The regime of 
forced labor and brutality which black- 
ened the chronicles of the Congo is 
alien to Palestine. Nor is rank ex- 
ploitation of labor, so characterisitc of 
India and South Africa, desired or 
condoned by the Jewish settlers in Pal- 
estine. Like so many colonial areas, 
Palestine has offered the inducements 
of a cheap and ignorant labor supply 
and of a corrupt and greedy native 
aristocracy. But Jewish labor has set 
its face resolutely against exploitation 
and oppression. It seeks to build a 
homeland, not an imperialist upper 
class. It seeks to build solidly and 
securely on the foundation of the 
labor of brain and brawn. And‘ it 
looks to a future in which Arab labor 
will share equally in a commonwealth 
based not on rugged individualism 
and sacred selfishness, but on coopera- 
tion and social justice. 

This is the time to launch a cam- 
paign of enlightenment. Some three 
years ago, in the course of a talk with 
Marcel Rosenberg in Geneva, I re- 
marked that it was strange to see com- 
munists lending a helping hand to 
Italian Fascists, German Nazis and 
Arab Effendis in the good work of 
hampering and demolishing Jewish 
collectives. Mr. Rosenberg replied 
that my observation would prove two 
things, namely, that communists some- 












times do fooiish things and that their 
actions are not dictated by Moscow. I 
agreed heartily with the first of these 
conclusions, and the whole world has 
since observed with a sickening heart 
to what depths of depravity the discip- 
lined but easy conscience of commu- 
nism can descend. The communist’s 
halo is now dispelled. His monistic 
philosophy, his intolerant assumption 
that he possesses a monopoly of valid- 
ity, that he alone holds the key to the 
narrow gate leading to heaven, and 
that no one might venture to scale the 
walls—all this is now a smouldering 
ruin. The misguided ‘fellow travel- 
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ers” are belatedly becoming aware that 
dictatorship and terror form an inse- 
cure rye for a society of justice 
and humanity. Let us not permit the 
liberal forces to become disillusioned 
and demoralized. As they abandon 
the crashing hopes of Stalinism, let us 
rally them; let us convince them that 
the door to heaven is not as narrow as 
they had been taught; that not every 
ath is strewn with ruined lives and 
Etaned hopes. Let us point to other 
approaches, more humane, more toler- 
ant, more genuinely cooperative, more 

democratic. 
Oscar I. JANOWSKY 
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“Silk Stockings in the Morning!’ 


ILK stockings a luxury? Not 

today, but they were 25 years 
ago. So was an automobile, and a 
telephone. An incandescent lamp— 
not half so good as the one you 
now get for 15 cents—then cost 
more than twice as much. And you 
couldn't buy a radio or an electric 
refrigerator for love or money. 


These are only a few of the things 
Wwe accept today as commonplace. 
We expect smooth, well-lighted 
streets. We want automatic heat in 
our homes; we clean our rugs with 
vacuum cleaners. We accept with- 
out comment an X-ray examination 
as part of a medical check-up. 
Luxuries? No. They're part of the 
American standard of living. 


How did they become common in 
so short a time? Through years of 
steady work by American industry 
—scientists, engineers, and skilled 
workmen developing new products, 
improving them, learning to make 
them less expensive so that more 
millions of people could enjoy 
them. And so, imperceptibly, lux- 
uries have changed to necessities. 


More than any other thing, the 
increasing use of electricity in 
industry has helped in this prog- 
ress. For more than 60 years, 
General Electric men and women 
have pioneered in making elec- 
tricity more useful to the American 
people—have led in creating More 
Goods for More People at LessCost. 


G-E research and engineering have saved the public from ten to one hundred dollars 
Sor every dollar they have earned for General Electric 


GENERAL @ ELECTRIC 


90-208D10 


ENA 
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CEJ WIN v5 
rcs CAMPS 


PORT JERVIS, N. Y. 
21 SUCCESSFUL SEASONS 
Ideal Jewish Camps 


Land and water sports, aesthetic activities, 
cultural influences. Sabbath observance. 
Operated on a non-commercial basis. Send 
for Descriptive Booklet. 
Rates: $165 for the Season: slightly 
higher for children under ten years 


A. P. SCHOOLMAN, Director 
125 East 85th St., N. Y. C. 






















































CAMP MODIN 
FOR BOYS . FOR GIRLS 
Lake George, Canaan, Maine 


Complete Camping Program of the highest 
standard with modern Jewish Cultural influ- 
ence. Dietary Laws. Situated in Maine on 
one of the loveliest lakes surrounded by 
hundreds of acres of wooded hills. 
“A’’ Rating State Board of Health 
Established in 1922—Fee $300 
Write for Booklet or Telephone 
MBS. I. B. BERKSON, Mgr. 
8 W. 40th St., New York PE. 6-8576 
§ arsezonoe ao mee 


PASSOVER STYLE MEALS 
DAIRY * Sage SERVED AT : BEST 














DAIRY RESTAURANT 
2270 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
BET. 81-82 STS. ENoicort 2-2030 








THE FIELDSTONE 
on Round Lake 
MONROE, NEW YORK 


A place of unexcelled beauty for 
rest and recreation in the heart of 
the Ramapo Mountains 


ONE HOUR FROM NEW YORK 


Swimming °¢ Boating e Tennis 
Handball ¢ Riding © Golf © and 
other sports 
By reservation only 


Phone: Monroe 2501 




















NEW LORRAINE 


All Conveniences 
MODERATE RATES 








Intellectual Atmosphere, Excel- 
lent Cuisine Entertainments 


S. Margolis and Alex Brandenberg 
21—7th STREET LAKEWOOD. N. J. 


Tel.: Lakewood 679 











The Fieldstone 
National Cleaners 
Chemical Mfg. Co. 


CHAVER P. SALTZ, President 


Manufacturers of Chemicals for the 
Cleaning and Dyeing Industry 
2809-11 W. LAKE ST., CHICAGO, ILL. 








LABOR DRAMA 
TOURNAMENT 
April 13th and 14th 


GRAND STREET PLAYHOUSE 
466 Grand Street New York City 


Among the plays to be presented by 
the competing New York trade-unions: 
RENEGADE, a play of contemporary 

American-Jewish life by J. H. Pollack 


JewisH FRONTIER — 














ROKEAC 


ROKEACH KOSHER 
NYAFAT 
A pure vegetable product 
e 
ROKEACH KOSHER 
PEANUT OIL 
e 
ROKEACH PURE 
FRUIT PRESERVES 
Strawberry, raspberry, cherry, 
marmalade 
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| | For real holiday enjoyment use 


Kosher for Passover 
Food products to enrich your holiday table 





Household products 
to keep your house clean and kosher 
ROKEACH KOSHER SCOURING POWDER 


ROKOH — for porcelain, enamel and tile 
ROKEACH KOSHER SOAP in cartons 
ROKEACH KOSHER SILVER POLISH 


At all Groceries 


I. ROKEACH & SONS, INC., 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 





PURE AND KOSHER 
PRODUCTS 


ROKEACH KOSHER 
BORSCHT 
Delicious! Serve hot or cold, 
with meat or dairy meals 


ROKEACH KOSHER 
CIDER VINEGAR 


ROKEACH PURE 
HONEY 
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In the Poale Zion 











Aliya Beth Fund 

Following the decision of all Zion- 
ist bodies to impose a special member- 
ship tax to enable stranded refugees 
and chalutzim to enter Palestine, the 
Central Committee of the Poale Zion 
issued a call asking that each member 
tax himself with a minimum of $2 for 
this fund. 

A similar — was issued by the 
other central bodies of the Labor 
Zionist movement and it is expected 
that this self-tax will bring in 
$25,000. 


Land Restrictions 

At a recent session of the Central 
Committee, a report was made of the 
work of the Zionist Emergency Com- 
mittee in connection with the recent 
land transfer restrictions in Palestine. 
A special committee was elected to 
map out a program of protest activity 
and to present these recommendations 
to the Zionist Emergency Committee. 
It was further decided that should the 




















Zionist Emergency Committee refrain 
from initiating a large protest move- 
ment, the Labor Zionist Movement 
will then initiate such activity on its 
own behalf. 

It was reported that the Zionist 
Political Committee in Canada, under 
the chairmanship of Chaver Bobroff, 
sent a cable to the British Government 
protesting against the recent land de- 
crees in Palestine. The Actions Com- 
mittee of the Labor Zionist Movement 
cabled an appeal for assistance to the 
British Labor Party and to the Trade 
Union International. 

Chaver Wertheim’s Tour 

Chaver David Wertheim, secretary 
of the Poale Zion, just returned from 
a three week visit to Winnipeg, Min- 
neapolis, St. Paul, Milwaukee and 
Chicago. In all these cities, he ad- 
dressed numerous mass meetings on 
the present political situation in Zion- 
ism. His visit has given considerable 
impetus to the Emergency Political 
Relief Fund. 


American Labor Party 

During the month of March the 
Poale Zion branches of New York as 
well as the branches of the J. N. 
W. A. and Pioneer Women have been 
particularly active in the preparations 
for the primary elections on April 
2nd. On March 17th the Labor Zion- 
ist movement in the Bronx held a con- 
ference at which 75 members enrolled 
as canvassers and watchers for the 
liberal and labor committee to safe- 
guard the A. L. P. Similar confer- 
ences were held in Brownsville and in 
Boro Park on Sunday, March 24th. 





Young Poale Zion Form 
American Kibutz in Palestine 

A letter recently received from Pal- 
estine bears with it some important 
news for the American movement. A 
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Their number at present, together 
with a few who had arrived before, is 
only twenty, and they decided to es- 
tablish the kibutz in cooperation with 
chaverim from England and Baltic 








group of American Chalutzim who 
were members in the Y. P. Z. A. and 
Habonim and left for Palestine in the 
past year, have decided to establish an 
independent American Kibutz. 


countries. The kibutz will be set up 
together with those comrades in the 
village of Binyamina, in the coastal 
plain between Tel Aviv and Haifa. 
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STRICTLY KOSHER FOR PASSOVER 


As has always been our custom, the scrupulous cleanliness and care 
which we maintain at all times, is, during Passover, supplemented by 
strictest supervision under Jewish Dietary Laws. Rabbi S. A. Olshevsky, a 
member of the Federation of Orthodox Rabbis, has full supervision over all 
of our products. Our milk and milk products are, therefore, kosher for 
Passover even for the most particular. 


Enjoy Creami-Rich Milk and Milk Products during Passover, and all the 
year round, safe in the knowledge that utmost care is constantly maintained 
to assure the greatest purity and finest quality. 





My signature below witnesses that the plant of the 
Dellwood Dairy Co., Inc., is under my supervision, and 
that the milk, butter, cream and cheese are Kosher 
for Passover even for the particular, and that they have 
not even a suspicion of CHOM To this I testify, 
Erev Rosh Chodesh Adar, 5700. 

RABBI S. A. OLSHEVSKY. 











DELLWOOD DAIRY CO., Inc. 
MARBLE 7-9400 
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for your future 
with 

: savings and 

©) lowcost life insurance 


Gincoln 
Savings Bank 


MAIN OFFICE: 531 BROADWAY 
Bay Ridge: Fifth Ave., cor. 75th St. 
Flatbush: Church & Nostrand Aves- 
Williamsburg: Graham Ave. at B'woy 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


Tne matzo THAT BRINGS 
FULLEST GRACE TO Passover. J 
UNEQUALLED IN TASTE. Frese if 
WESS AND KASHRUTH 
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VARY YOUR PASSOVER MENU WITH New 
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BREAKSTONES S| 
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KOSHER FOR PASSOVER Scucne™ | 
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Seventy-Six Years of Service 


HAVEMEYER and SOUTH FIFTH STREETS 
(Facing Williamsburgh Bridge Plaza) 





























We Wish All Our Jewish 
Friends and Customers 
A Happy Passover 


HENRY PAPE 


INCORPORATED 
41-398—38th STREET 
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SEA WATER BATHS ¢ BALLROOM ENTERTAINMENT GAME ROOMS Polan 
STEAMER SUN DECKS GARAGE ACCOMMODATIONS 






217-225 S. 4th Ave., Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
Fairbanks 4-6644-5 







188 Main Street, Farmingdale, L. L 
Fairbanks 4-6644-5 
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= REE ATLANTIC CITY 
Maryland Ave., at Boardwalk 
ENJOY PASSOVER AT 


ATLANTIC CITYS NEWEST AND 
MOST MODERN JEWISH HOTEL 
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Hellmann‘s “Real” Mayonnaise 
Fanning‘s Bread.and Butter Pickles 
Borden's Fine Cheeses 
Blue Ribbon Potato Chips 
Blue Ribbon Boullion Cubes 
Julep Aid 
Sante Cream and Cottage Cheeses 
New Nucoa Thrift Spread for Bread 
Pape’s Kosher for Passover 
Horse Radish 
Mrs. Grass’ Home Style Noodle Soup 
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SEDER SERVICES CONDUCTED BY 
RABBI R. PORTNOFF 
DIETARY LAWS OBSERVED 
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ETHEL KAY SPERO, Owner-Management paid 
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Pioneer Women’s 
Organization 


Membership Month 

Our clubs throughout the country 
are now busily engaged in making 
Membership Month (March 25— 
April 25) successful. A special Or- 
ganizational Bulletin, as well as new 
leaflets in Yiddish and English, have 
been sent to the clubs. The work is 
being stimulated by visits of leading 
chaveros, members of our National 
Executive and Advisory Council in 
various parts of the country. 
International Women’s Day 

The Pioneer Women’s Organiza- 
tion is the only national women’s or- 
ganization in America to celebrate In- 
ternational Women’s Day which has 
become a very important holiday in 
Palestine. A special 24-page Interna- 
tional Women’s Day Bulletin, includ- 
ing articles by outstanding personal- 
ities in America and Europe has been 
issued. 
The Journal Becomes a Monthly 

Our journal, “PIONEER WO- 
MAN” has now become a monthly 
and includes feature articles and con- 
tributions by nationally and interna- 
tionally known writers. 


New Services of the Moatzath 
Hapoaloth in Palestine 

In recent months the Moatzath Ha- 
poaloth (Working Women’s Coun- 
cil) has undertaken new services for 
refugee and pioneer women in Pal- 
estine: (1) Training farms in Petach 
Tikvah and Nachlath Yehuda for 
adolescent girls from German speak- 
ing countries. (2) Work training co- 
operatives for women refugees. (3) 
Training institutions for women work- 
ers in towns and colonies. (4) Train- 
ing courses in handicrafts and agri- 
culture for women workers of com- 
munal groups and colonies to prepare 
them for life in the new settlements. 
(5) Vocational school for adolescent 
girls. (6) Care, training and guidance 
for children of refugees. 
Transmissions to the Working 
Women’s Council 

Due to the fine response of the 
clubs, larger transmissions totalling 
$23,000 have been sent within the 
past three months to the Working 
Women’s Council in Palestine to meet 
the rapidly increasing responsibilities 
for training and adjusting of young 
girl immigrants as well as of young 
women refugees who have come from 
Poland, Czechoslovakia and Germany 
in recent months. 
Reception to Dr. Vera Weizmann 

Close to 1000 members and friends 
paid tribute to Dr. Vera Weizmann, 











honorary president of Wizo, at a re- 
ception tendered to her by the Na- 
tional Executive and New York Coun- 
cil at Hotel Pennsylvania on Wed- 
nesday evening, February 28th. Sara 
Feder was chairman of the evening. 
Alta Sher presented Dr. Weizmann 
with an inscription in the Weizmann 
Golden Book of the Jewish National 
Fund. A program of songs was 
rendered by Raquelle Shanuck, ac- 
companied by Miss Bloch. An appeal 
for the Transportation Fund resulted 
in the collection of $500. 


Tours of Leading Chaveros 
and Palestinian Guests 


The following chaveros have made 
organizational tours in the past 3 
months: SARA FEDER, in Iowa, 
Nebraska, Missouri and New Eng- 
land; DVORAH ROTHBARD, in 
Ohio, Michigan, in connection with 
Organizational Month; NINA ZUC- 
KERMAN, a ten day visit in Miami; 
DR. SONIA KAMENETSKY and 
MANIA SHOCHAT, New York and 
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vicinity; ESTHER KRAMER, the 
South; EVA CHECKOWAY, New 
England Region. 


Dr. May Bere’s Tour 

Dr. May Bere, delegate of the 
Working Women’s Council in Pal- 
estine, is now touring the Eastern 
seaboard. Beginning April 24th, she 
will visit the following cities: Mil- 
waukee, Kansas City, Omaha, Sioux 
City, Des Moines, St. Louis, South 
Bend, Iowa City, Rock Island, Tulsa, 
San Antonio, Los Angeles, San Diego, 
Oakland, San Francisco and vicinity. 


New Clubs Organized 
this Season 

In the course of the 1939-40 season 
the following new clubs have been 
organized in the United States and 
Canada: Akron; Chelsea; Chicago— 
5 clubs. Detroit—2; Newark, New 
York—3; Worcester. SOUTH: Chat- 
tanooga, Galveston, Houston, Miami 
Beach—3. New Orleans, Norfolk, 
Richmond. CANADA: Toronto—2 
Montreal. 





MANHATTAN 
7 Cortlandt St. 


1 East 42nd St. 
2345 Broadway 
3796 Broadway 
501 Fifth Ave. 
76 Nassau St. 

1316 Broadway 


“DISTINGUISHED”’ 


is the word for our own exclusive 
gift boxes filled to the brim with 
complete assortments of our famous 
taste-thrilling miniature 
From 85c 
REGULAR BOXES: 
5 hc 


62 West 8th St. Pa 
202 West 34th St. 


BROOKLYN 

2017 Church Ave. 
1402 Avenue J 
1912 Kings H'way 
806 Franklin Ave. 


chocolates. 


68c - 2 lbs.......$1.30 


CANDIES 


LONG ISLAND 
42-50—2I1st St. 

31-02 Northern Blvd. 
Jackson Heights 
82-02—37th Ave. 
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Sincere Greetings TO OUR FRIENDS 


AND PATRONS FOR A Happy DPDussover 


EXECUTIVE SERIES, $7.00 » MASTERSHOES, $9.00 - SMOOOTHSHOES, $10.75 3 


Stores in New York, Brooklyn, Bronx, Newark © Also in Philadelphia and Washington, aC 
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PASSOVER 


GREETINGS ... 


W.T. GRANT 


VARIETY STORES 




















Passover comes but once a year... 
why not serve the Best Matzoh? 


...and the way to be sure that you are getting the best 
is to see the name HOROWITZ-MARGARETEN, not 
only on the matzohs you buy, but also on all your other 
Passover supplies. 

and for something new... 


Make real holiday latkes with easy- 
to-prepare Horowitz-Margareten 
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He’s the man forMerle! 
The grandest role of 
all for the hero of 
‘The Fighting 69th’! 


Far more wonderful 
than ever before, as 
the girl with nothing 
to live for—but love! 


ce Ue 


HUGH 


—Directed by 
EDMUND GOULDING 


Screen Play by Warren Duff « From 


an Original Story by Robert Lord 


[be there! 
A New 


WARNER BROS 


Success 








